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PREFACE

When we, as Christians, speak about or refer to<Gatbrd,
we should always strive to present it in simplicityThe
greatest evangelist ever known, the Apostle Paaled in Il
Corinthians 1:2...

“For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our rmscience,
that in SIMPLICITY and godly sincerity; not witheshly
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we had our comens in
the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.”

Satan loves nothing more than to add something dd’sG
simple plan of Salvation so the listener will bentled to the
simplicity in Christ. Paul warned the Corinthiawfsthis in Il
Corinthians 11:3...

“But | fear, least by any means, as the Serpenubeg Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be cpted from
the SIMPLICITY that is in Christ.”

Dr. Younce has written a long awaited book ansvgetifhe
Public Invitation.” This is a book that is easy tead,
examining many difficult Scriptures, and challergiyou to
search the Scriptures for yourself.

Will you accept that challenge and read “The Public
Invitation”?



FOREWORD

As a lost person views the religious atmospheday,
is it any wonder he sees it as a commercial busthesle
observes all sorts of denominations, each claimingir
interpretation of the Bible is correct. During myyhmood
affiliation with several churches, a logical questicame to
my mind. If all churches and ministers seek teclius to the
way of eternal life, then why do so many disagreth wwach
other? My conclusion, as a boy, was that eithed'&8Bible
was so complicated that no one could understanarit
churches were using the Bible as a front for somgtiwhich |
did not understand.

As a boy | attended several churches, was baptized
several times, sang in the choir, and partookhef arious
activities they presented. As | like to say, “IsMaaptized so
many times the frogs knew my Social Security nuriber
When | reached the age of fifteen | had the pretranithat
churches were good for some people Ibabuld never make
the grade. | could not understand how preachearkl @xpect
everybody to be so good. | did not really wanbéobad, but
it just seemed to come naturally!

After graduating from high school, | attended theo
denominational church for the sole purpose of plgyi
basketball on the church team. This man's pregchin
corroborated what | had heard before. That igoif are good
enough and try the best you can, God will allow poirance

in Heaven some day. | cannot recall a single tivhen | was
told that simply trusting the payment Christ maderhy sins
was sufficient for eternal life. | am not sayirigwias never
stated from the pulpit, but if it was, it certainlyas not
emphasized enough for me to remember.



When | was twenty-four, a minister visited our reom
one night and, for the first time in my life thatdn remember,
he told me that | coul@nowthat | was going to Heaven. He
said | could know this by simply trusting Jesus i€thas the
One who has paid for my sins. | could not belisaé/ation
was that simple and that | could know | had eterifal
without doingsomething

The only thing | had ever heard was a mixture of
things that | had to do. One preacher would shgy "all on
the altar,” or "Step out and meet Jesus in the.froviet | had
never seen Christ once in the front of the churdbthers
would say, "Turn or burn." Others claimed that ibok that
first step into the aisle, the Lord would be witle tfe rest of
the way. | often wondered why the Lord would net\ith
me before | took the first step instead of waitingil after.
Truthfully, 1 was not about to step out in front all those
people for anything, so hearing a man now tell nsedld go
to Heaven without doing anything was truly someghmew. |
told him it sounded too good to be true, but ifdoeild show
that to me in the Bible | would believe it.

He turned to Ephesians 2:8, and 9 which read:

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast."

| trusted Christ right then, without even bowingy m
head or praying. | just realized that God lovedeneugh to
pay for my sins and all God wanted me to do wast t@hrist
as my Savior. | knew | would be a fool not to @o s

| remember asking him about confessing all of img s
and | heard something for the first time. He sahu could
never go to Heaven by confessing all of your siesaise you
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cannot remember all your sins to confess." | hagen
thought of that before.

As | began to read the Bible things began tarclg
about how simple salvation really was. Adding & f@ords
that did not appear in the Bible changed the wiolgation.
The statement that, "If | would take the first pstdown the
aisle, Christ would save me" did not make senssr &fhad
just heard a message that you were saved by daitigng.
Why would Christ have me do somethibhgfore He would
save me, when he already did everything to savdehare |
was born? Romans 5:8 refutes this kind of in\otati

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
US."

"But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name(John 1:12).

The Bible does not say to receive Christ by stepput into
an aisle, but rather to receive Him by FAITH.

After graduating from Bible college and pastgrim
Indiana, | was out visiting one day and was toldig or six
people, on the same day, that they would never domor
church again. When | asked why, they said it wasabse
they were tired of having someone trying to getrttdown to
the front of the church. Of course, not all sadi@ tsame
words; but, every case centered around the inertadt the
end of the service.

| explained that it was not coming down an aislat t
saves a person...but trusting Christ as Saviottaylcould do
that anywhere. They said this was not the impoessiey
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were given. In some cases, someone had leaned awer
tapped them on the shoulder, and said they woultbgie
front with them, if they would go. Some were enthased
when people approached them to go forward. It measuntil
this day that I fully realized what a detriment #raphasis on
coming forward had on people!

When you run into several cases in one day of leeop
that will not come to church because they have been
embarrassed and made to feel that coming forwaml ha
something to do with salvation...then is it notdino realize
that a tradition may be damning many people to Hellam
afraid that we are not soon willing to realize this

| pray the Scriptures set forth will illuminateur
traditions that we practice and make us awarehefdffect
they may have on the lost. We are living in a tinkeen many
can be won to Christ if we will only present theopel the
way the Bible gives it, that is...in its simplicity

"Seeing then that we have such hope, we use
great plainness of speech."(Il Corinthians
3:12).

If the statements forthcoming are not suppoibgd
Scripture in its context, then they most surely utiobe
discarded. Your idea, or mine, of how to do sonmetls not
really what counts when it comes to dealing witleqmwus
souls on their way to Hell. Let us now lay asicaditional
practices and humanistic ideas and look solelyTtws saith
the Lord."

Max D. Younce
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DEDICATION

This book is lovingly dedicated to Marge, my wdé
51 years, my gift from God. She is a wonderful neothnd
wife, and a dedicated servant of the Lord.

Never seen and little known are the many, manysou
of typing manuscripts; reading them and re-readggn. She
checks them for spelling, punctuation, and any roereors
that need correcting. She is the “Jill-of-all Teatl for this
ministry and no one knows the hours she puts inhen
various assignments.

This book means a great deal to her. As a 13-gfear
girl, her grandmother took her to a church where th
evangelist gave a vivid sermon on Hell. She cailiaost feel
the flames licking underneath her chair! At the ,émelinvited
all who wanted to escape the fires of Hell and@si¢aven to
come to the front of the church. “Come down to dhar and
throw yourselves on the mercies of God!,” he urgeds
Marge told me, even as a teenager, she was greathed by
this sermon and truly wanted to know how to go &atven;
but, when she went forward, she was told to geh@mknees
and “Pray through!”

“Pray through!” What did that mean? So, she kdelwn and
prayed as hard as she could. Not having a lotxpémrence
with prayer, she wondered, What was she supposequtatp
for? What was she going “through?” What should shy?
No one told her and she was too ashamed to ask.

There was a lot of confusion, some others begame&p and

sob. She remembered that it was frightening; blug kept

trying to pray that she would miss Hell and gebikteaven
iX



somehow Finally, someone said, “Did you get an answer?”
She knew she hadn’t and she prayed longer.

Finally, someone told her, “I think you have prdye
long enough.” You're all right.” She related teerthat she
thought, probably, they viewed her as just a silijtle
teenager, and did not want to wait. Actually, slaéy wanted
to find Salvation! Sadly, no one iat church even knew
whatto tell her abouhowto get to Heaven! So, she left the
church that night as lost as when she came in.

She went out the next week and passed out trécts a
over the town her grandmother lived in. But, ddepn, she
knew that she still did not know how to get intoaden. As
time went on, she thought about it less and lassaak not
until after we were married that she trusted J&Jusst as her
Savior.

PastorThomas Duff came to visit us one evening and
explained that All have sinnetland the wages of that sin is
separation from God in the Lake of Fire for all fetgy! The
only escape from the “fires of Hell” was to accdpg payment
Christ made on the cross four sin. It was not kneeling at the
altar and “praying through.” There is no scriptéoethis. In
fact, there was nothing weuld “do” to make ourselves fit for
Heaven.

He explained that the Lord Jesus Christ made the
payment for sin on the cross; and, then was resede
showing God had accepted His payment. All the sin o
mankind, past, present, and future, includmgs had been
laid on Him.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knewsimg that
we might be made the righteousness of Christ in”himh
Corinthians 5:21



All we had to do was believe that Jesus Christanad
that payment for us, and God would give us theteighsness
we needed to live with Him in Heaven. Needlessdg, we
both trusted Christ as our Savior that night. (Evercsj she
passes out tracts withckear gospel message!).

| have heard her say many times that she prayddak will

be a help to someone who has had a similar exmperjieand
that they will realize Salvation is not received ftpraying

through” or coming forward; but, by believing the$pel as
given in the Bible.

In the following verses the Lord describes the daiddid,
Christian woman. Blessed, indeed, is the Christieam who
has a woman like this walking by his side! | amtisankful
the Lord has blessed me with such a woman.

“Her children arise up, and call her blessed; heudband
also, and he praiseth her).” “Favour is deceitfand beauty
is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, shellsba
praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands; ant her own
words praise her in the gates.” Proverbs 28,30,31
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l. SALVATION

We must keep in mind that men may propose several
methods concerning eternal life but God statesetli®ronly
one way to Heaven. The bridge between earth amdéteis
the Lord Jesus Christ who is God's payment forsthe of the
world. (John 3:16).

In | Timothy 2:5 we are told....there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man ChrsstsJe
God did not leave salvation to the discretion ohrmamaking
an offer to God for his sins. He, instead, offelregl Son who,
"..was wounded for our transgressions; h€hfis) was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of g&ace was
upon him Chris); and with his stripes we are healed.”
(Isaiah 53:5). Could it be any clearer than foumdohn 14:6,
"Jesus saith unto hinlThomas, | am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by(@taris{)."
Or, "And we know that the Son of God is come, and datn
us an understanding, that we may know him thatuis, teven
in his Son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God] aternal
life." (I John 5:20).

When you ask someone this question, “Are You Going
to Heaven?”, you will usually get one of the thieswers
given below:

Here are the three possibilities:
Works alone, known as Legalism

Faith and Works, a form of Galatianism
Faith alone, God's Plan of Salvation



Two are proposed by man and one by God. Let us
examine each according to the Bible and find outlvivay is
the guarantee of eternal life.

1. Works alone, known as Legalism

This group claims that salvation is by our goodkso
alone without faith in Christ. That is, we justléov Christ's
example and pattern our lives after Him. Thisaklho by the
modern day liberals and modernists. When we saighdut
faith in Christ" we do not mean they do not beliéwelesus
Christ. They believe in Him as a good man and magn call
him "Saviour" and "Redeemer," but they do not tidsh as
God'scompletegpayment for their sin.

These will often quote James 2:19 to substantiedie
position. We will quote this verse later with @gplanation.
Now let us see what the Bible says about goingeavdn on
our own good works.

A. What about the Law?

In Romans 3:19, 20 we are tolthiow we know that what
things soever the law saith, it saith to them wh® ander the

law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all tbddvmay

become guilty before God. Therefore by the deedbeofaw

there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: foy the law is

the knowledge of sin."

The law was given to shut the mouth of every perso
who claims to be justified by it, because no ong éer kept
it in its entirety. James 2:10 makes that pelyedear, "For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offandne
point, he is guilty of all."



B. What about boasting?

In Romans 3:28 we are toltTherefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of tlag."
Romans 3:27 explains that one would only brag aakbof
their own good works. "Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the [af
faith."

C. What about Abraham?

Romans 4:1-5 In verse One we readWhat shall we say
then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to tlesh, hath
found?" Pertaining to the flesh means, what had Abraham
found concerning doing good works of the flesh. Vierse
Two we read, "For if Abraham were justified by works, he
hath whereof to glory; but not before God.This answers
Verse One, that if Abraham wants to offer his geartks to
God to be justified, then go ahead, but do noe gdod the
glory. Why? Because this excludes God as haviygpart in
your justification as you have tried to justify yealf. If you
have offered your good works to God for your jusfion,
then go ahead and glory, but do not glory beford @o you
have excluded Him as having any part in the saimayou
think you have!

Now let us see what God has to say in Verse three
concerning Abraham, or anyone, who seeks to justify
themselves."For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousrie§€nd
gave him the righteousness he needed for etefadbdicause
of his belief. What did he believe? Galatians t&Bs us,
"And the scripture foreseeing that God would jystihe
heathen through faith, preached before the gospsio u
Abraham, saying in thee shall all nations be bldsseThe
Gospel according to | Corinthians 15:1-4 is thethleburial,
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and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Moreover, Brethren, |
declare unto you the gospel which | have preach#d you ...
how that Christ died for our sins according to t&iptures:
and that he (Christ) was buried, and that he aragain the
third day according to the scriptures.”

In Genesis 15:5, 6, God promised Abraham he would

have a child and his seed would multiply even ® famber
of the stars in heaven. Remember, this would havee a
supernatural birth because both Sarah and Abrahema past
the years of fertility and sexually impotent to baa child
naturally. Abraham believed God's promise of a sugteral
birth concerning his son. Isaac was born when Admralwas
100 years old and Sarah was 90. (Hebrews 11.d Ganesis
21:5).

After Isaac was born, the boy grew and God tested
Abraham by asking him to offer Isaac, by deathadsurnt
offering (Genesis 22). Abraham obeyed God, bealigwe
would raise him from the dead. Isaac was a figir€hrist
by his supernatural birth and resurrection. Isaeas
considered dead and resurrected in the eyes and ofin
Abraham. This is the gospel Abraham believed, the
supernatural birth and resurrection of Isaac, aréigointing
to the future death, burial, and resurrection ofi§th

Hebrews 11:17-1%ays,"By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had receiveel promises
offered up his only begotten son. Of whom it id,sthat in
Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that @as able
to raise him up, even from the dead; from whens® de
received him in a figure (of ChristAgain, Romans 4:3'For
what saith the scriptureAbraham believed God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness."




In Verse 4 we readNow to him (Abraham or anyone)
that worketh is the reward (God's righteousness atetnal
life) not reckoned of grace, but of debt.In other words, if
God would grant us eternal life for our good worksyould
be because of a del owedus, and not because of His grace
and mercy. God owes us nothing, but rather, we bive
everything. He will not accept any works on oartpuntil we
first accept the gift of His righteousness, etelif@aby simple
faith in Christ.

In Verse 5 we readBut to him that worketh not but believeth
on Him (Christ) that justifieth the ungodlyy6u and ), his
faith is counted for righteousness."

D. What about the Devil?

In James 2:19 we realThou believest that there is
one God; thou doest well: the devildetmon$ also believe,
and tremble.

The word "devils" should be translated demons, for
there is only one devil; but, many demons. Theormg of
the legalist is simple: if the demons believe thme as we do,
then they should be saved also. In support of aksvo
salvation, it is also pointed out that the word litae" in
James 2:19 comes from the same Greek word as Vétlie
John 3:16 which state%-or God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten son, that whosoebetieveth in him,
should not perish but have everlasting life."

Now, if the demons believe and tremble, we museha
to do more than just believe, for they believe;, lalk their
thoughts and works are bad. \Weisthave good works to be
saved is the claim of the modernists and liberals.



How does a child of God answer such a claim2r@h
is no question that the demons also believe thmatsldied for
the sin of the world exactly as we do. The questio
is...WHEN DID THEY BELIEVE? A boy in school may
think he can whip another boy smaller than he.alyinthey
get into a fight and the bigger boy gets beatenlfigou were
to ask the bigger boy now if he believes the smditey can
whip him, he will tell you, "Yes." The point is,ehdidn't
believe it before the fight, but he sure does notike is a
believer now, but only after he lost the fight.

The demons are those angels that followed Lucifer
when he said in his heatt, will ascend into heaven, | will
exalt my throne above the stars of God, | willeéso upon the
mount of congregation, in the sides of the nortwill ascend
above the heights of the clouds: | will be like thest high"
(Isaiah 14:13, 14). Now in verse 15 God sdyst thou shalt
be brought down to Hell, to the sides of the pit."

In Matthew 25:41 we are told that God created the
everlasting fire for the devil and his angels (ndemons).
"Then shall he say unto them on the left hand, biefpam
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, preparedthe devil and
his angels.” Their sentence is already passed, do they believe
it? Absolutely! Remember, some of the most witke
demons are chained in place called "Tartarus" avgaiheir
final destiny in everlasting fire ( 1l Peter 2:4cadude 6).

The demons that are not chained know this and
believe. They also believe that Jesus Christds @on of God
(Mark 5)...but they believed too late. They shduddre joined
the angels that believed and followed God instdddlimwing
the Devil. You see, they believe now because ttease seen
God's judgment but now it is too late.



A good example of this is given in Luke 16, wher
rich man who was an unbeliever died. Upon enteiongpent,
he changed his mind and began believing. Letsl ithe
record in Luke 16:22-24'...the rich man also died, and was
buried; And in Hell (Hades),he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off ...And hedcaied said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazé#nas,
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and coof tongue,
for | am tormented in this flame."

Now, notice in Verses 27 and 28Then he (ich mar)
said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou vamsit send him
to my father's house: for | have five brethren;ttihe may
testify unto them, lest they also come into thiacel of
torment.” The rich man who was lost, believed, but he
believed too late. His destiny was already beguhhe
demons believe but they have believed too latey; jinégment
has already been pronounced.

Do not wait until it is too late (death). HeseGod's
warning in 1l Corinthians 6:12'Behold now is the accepted
time; beholdnow is the day of salvationfjecause tomorrow
may never come. One will not be in torment oneosd until
they believe, but they will have believed too lat¥es, the
demons also believe, and no wonder they tremblekirg
only to the sure judgment of everlasting fire, heeathey
believed too late!...Now is the accepted time...”

E. What about becoming a child of Gobd

The following is a bit confusing but, neverthelessld
to by most legalists and modernists. They claine th
Fatherhood of God and the brother-hood of man.t iBhahat
God is the Father of everyone and everyone is thérdo
everyone else. This is one of the most damnald&rides set



forth and one of the most confusing for it is cadictory to
itself.

It is said that one has to have good works toao t
Heaven...then how can God be your Father unlesshypwe
good works? On the other hand, if He is alreddyHRather of
everyone, why have good works? or faith? Becausareall
going to Heaven anyway. This is the social gospealeadly
snare to all who have put their confidence in mémology
instead of the teaching of God's Word. (Psalm 1)18:8

Let us turn to the Word of God where this phildspp
is exposed as the wisdom of the world (I Corintkiaril8, 21;
Proverb 14:12)."For the preaching of the crog€hrist died
for our sins)is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God ... For raftat in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not Goplehsed
God by the foolishness gireaching to save them that
believe." "There is avay which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death."

The natural man's reasoning in saying God is the
Father of all denies God's judgment and exaltsson@/n
righteousness. Instead of being a child of Gd Bible says
we "were the children of wrath." In Ephesians &8 read
"...we all had our conversation in times past ia thsts of our
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the ofiidof
wrath." If we were atsome timehe children of wrath, it is
clear we have nalwaysbeen the children of God.

John 1:12 clearly reveals how we become a dfild
God. "But as many as received hi@Hrisf), to them gave he
(God) power to become the children of God, even to tthen
believe on his name."If everyone is already a child of God,
then who is left to "become the children of God?"



As a child is physically born into a family, so tise
child of God spiritually born into God's family whéehe, or
she, receives Christ as their personal Savioris hwhat
John 3:3 is speaking about'Except a man be born again
(literally "from above")he cannot see the kingdom of God."
He must be born of the water and of the Spirit.

The word "water" here is not referring to water
baptism but the Word of God. When all believers spoken
of collectively as His church, the Word of Godégerred to as
cleansing water. Notice in Ephesians 4:25, "26as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it;ttha might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of wateth® word."
When God speaks of believers individually, He ubessame
terminology applying to cleansing and washing ast th
accomplished by His Word. In John 15:3 we are,tdiow
ye are clean through the word which | have spdkeyou.”

Upon acceptance of Christ as our sin-bearer, rge a
cleansed (or."clean through the Wordl" eternally from
making that payment ourselves in Hell. Simultangoupon
belief in Christ, God indwells each believer withetHoly
Spirit as His down payment or assurance of ourritdrece in
Heaven. | could be no clearer than set forth ihdspans 1:13,
14,"...in whom after that ye believed, Ye were sealid the
Holy Spirit of promise. Which is the earnest ofr ou
inheritance until the redemption of the purchasgalssession,
unto the praise of his glory."We are born into God's family
as a child by believing His Word concerning Chrilserefore,
being clean through the Word.

F. What about Corneli@s

Cornelius was a Gentile who would be acclaimed by
the liberals and modernists today as a true Canisaccepted
of God. Acts 10:1,2 de-scribes hitithere was a certain man
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in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of thedb&alled
the Italian band, A devout man, and one that fedbed with
all his house, which gave much alms to the peapld,prayed
to God alway."

Here was a man who was very sincere and prayed to

God always, but was still lost and on his way tdl.Héle did
not know that the Messiah had been here and rigaim @nd
only faith in Him would save. One thing about Gams...he
would accept the truth of God's word in lieu of bisn ideas
of reaching God. God, knowing this, arranged forr@lius
to hear the truth so he would be saved. God instulcim to
send to Joppa for a man named Simon Peter, whididhe

When Peter arrived in Caesarea, Cornelius told him
"Now therefore are we all here present before Godhear
all things that are commanded thee of G¢&3b). Peter then
told him about Jesus Christ, the cross and Hisrrestion. In
Verse 43 we read;To him (Christ) gave all the prophets
witness, that through his name whosoever belieugthim
shall receive remission of sins."

As soon as Cornelius heard the truth, that trustim@hrist
granted remission of sins, he believed and was éttdwith

the Holy Spirit, the evidence of his eternal lif€he record is

in Verse 44,"While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy
Spirit fell on all them which heard the word.Those with
Cornelius also believed and were saved.

Notice that Cornelius did not try to justify hintisby
telling Peter of all the good works he had doneobithe
money he had given, or the prayers he had prakeddid not
try to argue or twist the words. He had heardtthth so he
believed. How unlike the modernists today who toy
exterminate God's grace and exalt their own riggaess to
justify themselves.
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There are many today just like Cornelius. Theyraligious,
they pray, give money to the poor, are of good atiar, but
are still lost.

Maybe you are one like Cornelius. You try to e
best that you can, you are honest, you would ndt drwyone
purposely...and these things are good. In fact, world
would be a better place to live if these charastes were
prominent in more people. But these qualities peeson will
never keep him from eternal damnation. The wadesne
single, solitary sin...not sins...but sin, singutgualifies us for
eternal condemnation. Romans 6:23 concludes 'thae
wages of singingular, just ongis death.:"

That is the reason no one has ever been ablgaldyq
himself for eternal life. Since no one could eyerlify...the
only way anyone could have eternal life would bé wvere
offered as a free gift. This is exactly what Gaglss"For the
wages of sin is death, BUT the gdf God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord."

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, the Jewsigoest
him about associating with the Gentiles (Cornelamsl his
friends) at Caesarea. Peter reiterated what hezh tplace.
Peter tells them what Cornelius told him upon entgthis
house. The record in Acts 11:13,14'i8nd he(Corneliug
showed us how he had seen an angel in his houssh stiood
and said unto him, Send men to Joppa and call foro8,
whose surname is Peter, who shall tell thee wortsraby
thou and all thy house shall be saved.”

God made sure Cornelius heard the truth by sgndi
Peter with His Word. Maybe God has sent His Waedthis
book for you.. and like Cornelius, you can see ttinéh and
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ that thou mighddhesd.
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Cornelius believed immediately when he heard Guédsd.
"Behold now is the accepted time, behold now isdéne of

salvation." Why? To-morrow you may not be here. Will

you right now trust Jesus Christ as your Savioofeetit is too
late?

G. What about you and 1?

Are you trusting a man-made religion with its poisas
ingredients of a false philosophy, social accemana
distorted God, a deleted Bible, and corrupt theploghis all
encompasses a works righteousness by self-refamatyou
and | have a choice to make. Will we believe siéimeories
and ideologies or God's infallible Word whichiveth and
abideth forever?

Following are a few contrasts between man's religamd
God's Word.

MAN'S RELIGION VS GOD'S WORD

1. Man is not really Romans 3:23 "For we all have
bad sinned and come short of the glory
God."

2. Hell is not literal] "The rich man also died... and in H¢ll

just an imagination of he lift up his eyes...and he cried g

nd

the mind said, send Lazarus, that he may gip

the tip of his in water and cool
tongue, for I am tormented in t
flame." (Luke 16:22-31)

3. God is the Father ¢f'But as many as received him,
everyone. them gave he power to become
sons of God..."(John 1:12)
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best you can and Gdqdand all our righteousnesses are |as
will understand andfilthy rags; and we all do fade as|a
you will be alright. leaf; and our iniquities, like the windg,
have taken us away(I'saiah 64:6)

4. Just try to do th{ "But we are all as an unclean thing,

5. God does not punigi'Then shall he say also unto them fon
because He is a lovinghe left hand, Depart from me, ye
God. cursed, into everlasting firg
prepared for the devil and his
angels." (Matthew 25:41)

6. By showing ouf "This know also, that in the last dalys
love, this will make| perilous times shall come. For men
others want to d¢shall be lovers of their own selvgs,
better and make thecovetous, boasters, proud, blasphe-
world a better place ipmers, disobedient to parents, (n-
which to live. thankful, unholy, Without natural af-
fection, trucebreakers, false accusdrs,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of thdse
that are good, Traitors, heady, higp-
minded, lovers of pleasures mqre
than lovers of God." (Il Timothy
3:1-4)

7. Our love will bring| "For when they shall say, Peace and
about a Utopia ofsafety; then sudden destructipn
peace. cometh upon them, as travail uporn a
woman with child; and they shall npt
escape." (I Thessalonians 5:3)

In Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25 the Word of God Uests
know that"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of deathf"we say we
believe the Bible, then let us simply listen to Ganad trust
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what He said concerning eternal life. Then, anlg¢ tven, can
we have full assurance of our eternal destiny.

Let me illustrate: If you went out to buy a homeda
paid the owner his asking price, you would thenehavight to
possess that home. On the other hand, you hakedoat a
home that you wanted to buy, but found that it was for
sale. Then you inquired and were told by the owhat under
no circumstances or for any amount of money cdudnome
be purchased. The owner advised you he was doigg/e
the home, free and without charge, to his childsanply
because he loved them.

In Heaven (God's house), there are many mansiains b
none are for sale. God owns Heaven and He hagata do
with it as He sees fit. You cannot buy your rightgo and
live there with money or good works. By receiviGgpd's
payment for our sins, the Lord Jesus Christ, Hen thieely
gives us our home in Heaven. When we receive Chsas
Savior we become His children (John 1:12). Godi mot sell
his children a home in Heaven but He will give at them
absolutely free, simply because He loves us thathmu

The fact we cannot redeem ourselves, our restior
friends with money paid to a priest, church, oy agligious
organization is clearly stated in Psalms 498 fiey that trust
in their riches; none of them can by any means esddis
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him."

When we get to Heaven, it will only be by God'sogra
Ephesians 2:8,9 statéSor by grace are ye saved (from Hell)
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it i®thift of God:
not of works, least any man should boast.”

In John 10:1 we are toltVerily, verily | say unto you,
He that entereth not by the dodCHrisf, into the sheepfold,

14



but climbeth up some other way, the same is a tre&
robber.” Why would one be a thief or a robber? Because
eternal life is not for sale with money or good Wsr It is an
obtainment, a free gift through faith in Jesus &thiand never

an attainment by good works of our own.

2. Faith and Works, A Form of Galatianism.

This group mixes faith and works predicated omes
2:17,"Ye see then how that by works a man is justited
not by faith only." Their philosophy is a bit confusing when
analyzed...for they say one thing and hold to amotfihey
claim emphatically that one is saved by grace BfJjfou do
not have good works, you are not really saved. yThe
emphasize that when you are saved, your life vhinge
immediately. This is based on Il Corinthians 5Swnlvich reads
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a newatwee
(creation): old things are passed away; behold,thihgs are
become new." We will discuss this Verse at length a little
later.

In Romans 11:6 we are toldnd if by works, then is it
no more grace, otherwise work is no more workti' other
words if eternal life is by grace...it is by graene. Ifitis by
good works, then it is by good works 100% and na bit of
God's grace is involved. Salvation is either 1d8¢grace or
entirely by works, not a mixture of the two, no teathow
little of each we try to add. If we take the WarfdGod as our
Authority, the answer becomes clear. Let us camnsidhe
following...

A CONTRADICTION:

If James 2:17 means that we are lost eternallgssnl
we have good works, then God definitely contradiditsiself
for Romans 4:3 statégor what saith the scripture? Abraham
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believed God, and it was counted unto him for eghisness."
In Romans 4:5 God makes it clear that Abraham wsisfied

and declared righteous without good work8ut to him that
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifietie ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousnessSalvation is by faith
alone or faith and works, one of these two ways...

A CONSIDERATION

God does not give two formulas for eternal life.
THERE IS ONE WAY ONLY. In John 14:6 we are told
"Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, drallife: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by meThe Word of God
does not say "Youare the way," but that "Chriss the way."
Not what you may try to do by your good works, yeuay,
but the good and perfect work Christ did when k&l do pay
for our sins. The onlway is faith in Christ's finished work,
and not our own works of righteousness, so cdll@ds 3:5).
We come to the Father only by trusting in what hktefdr us,
not on what we can do for Him.

A CONCLUSION

Notice carefully that Romans 3:4 statdsor what
saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and #@sw
counted unto him for righteousnessThis is a direct quote
from Genesis 15:6. This is when Abraham was sayef@ith
without works. This was Abraham's justification GOD'S
EYES for salvation. God does not need works tokkne are
saved, but man does.

Now, notice again in James 2:I'Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead, being aloneJames continues and
illustrates this point by using Abraham as an exXanijBut
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without weik dead?
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, wherhad
offered Isaac his son upon the altar?"
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James refers here to a different time in Abrdkdife,
many years after he was saved. This record isdfoan
Genesis 22. This is justification in MAN'S EYESE we say
we are Christians and our way of living does natkbia up,
then no one will believe our testimony. We mustdér good
works to substantiate our faith or our testimonyl ¥ dead
and lifeless as far as anyone believing what we \8&hen we
claim to be a Christian, our lives are always watchy
someone.

ABRAHAM WAS WATCHED

In Genesis 22 when Abraham offered Isaac, he was
being watched by the two men he had taken with, ind
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled Isis, and
took TWO of his young men with him...(Genesis 22:3).
They, no doubt, heard Abraham many times testifyaig
God's grace, goodness, and provisions. Now theye we
watching every minute to see what Abraham was gtrap.

Abraham offered Isaac and God honored his faith by
providing a ram sacrifice. These two men, alonthwieople
today, will only believe what we say if they caresteby the
way we live. If our life substantiates our faitheh we are
JUSTIFIED IN MAN'S EYES as they believe our testimgp
"Ye see then how that by works a man is justifiedother
people's eygsand not by faith only(James 2:24).

ROMANS 4:3

In the light of the context there is definitely tna
contradiction between Romans 4:3 and James 2:1@d. |
Romans 4:3 we read, "For what saith the scriptéigaham
believed God and it was counted unto him for rightmess."
Again, this is referring to Genesis 15:3 when Alarahwas
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saved by faith without works. This is his justificen before
God...Salvation.

JAMES 2:17,24,21

"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, lgein
alone ...Ye see then how that by works a man igigas and
not by faith only ... Was not Abraham our fathestified by
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon tta.'a
Here James refers to Genesis, Chapter 22, a tiaues ydter
Abraham was saved. This he used to illustrate thatimony
without works will fall dead and lifeless to thereaf the lost.
If our works back up our faith, then men justifyr destimony
as being true. James is talking about our justibcabefore
men."Even so faith if it hath not works is dead..This does
not say that one is lost without good works, ortgatt his
testimony falls dead and lifeless.

This is like a car with a charged-up battefhe
headlights will shine. If the battery goes dedud light will
not shine but the battery is still there. We canshved and
our life may not be charged up by God's Word aniisy the
way it should; but, the Holy Spirit is still withins and we are
still saved. This is made clear by Ephesians 480¢ grieve
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are SEALERTQ
THE DAY OF REDEMPTION."

ETERNAL LIFE IS NOT OF WORKS

Remember, we are not maintaining that good works
are necessary to go to Heaven. Salvation is agifeand not
of works,"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not ofrkg least any
man should boast(Ephesians 2:8,9). But let us be careful to
maintain good works which will prove our faith teetlost and
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be a source of reward prove our faith to the losd be a
source of reward to us AFTER we get to heaven.

GOOD WORKS RECEIVE A REWARD

| Corinthians 3:14,"If any man's (Christian's)work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall reeea
reward." Notice, this is not referring to Heaven or etétifie;
but, rewards you receive after you get to Heavd#e€aven is
a free gift by faith while rewards have to be edriny our
works.

BAD WORKS RECEIVE LOSS OF REWARDS, BUT NOT LOSS OF
SALVATION.

| Corinthians 3:15, "If any man's (Christian's) work
shall be burned, he shall suffer log®f rewards, not
salvation); but he himself SHALL BE SAVED, yet so as by
fire."

OUR RESPONSIBILITY

In Matthew 5:13 we are told that we "are the sdlt
the earth..." In Romans 10:17 wead "So then faith cometh
by hear-ing, and hearing by the word of God."
Therefore.."Let your light so shine before men that theyyma
see your good works and glorify your Father whishin
Heaven"(Matthew 5:16). How will they glorify your Father
which is in Heaven? By trusting Jesus Christ asr then
personal Savior, because your life backed up yestirhony
which was received as the living truth, instead faifing
lifeless upon dead ears. Will you trust Jesusag pavior
right now?
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"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on me (Christ) hath everlasting life."
(John 6:47)

A few years ago | attended a Bible conferenca at
large Bible college in the South. One of the speskpoke on
the "so-called contradiction" in James 2:17. Ag tonclusion
of his message he made this startling statenfidntyou are
really saved, you will live it! His other remarks along with
this led all to believe that if you had sinned sifeing saved
or were not really dedicated to Christ, you haddvetheck to
see if you were really saved at all! At the intiga thirty-five
to forty college students came forward. It wasrd@nnounced
that they had come for REASSURANCE of their sabrat

It was a subtle way to get one to doubt God's
faithfulness to His promise of everlasting life hase of one's
unfaithfulness to Him. This left no room for being a
backslidden condition and that chastening couldltes one
did not get back in fellowship with the Lord. Indéhn 1:9,7
we are told"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from aligimteousness
... But if we walk in the light God's Word), asitén the light,
we have fellowship oneith another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."

This was never brought out at all in his messagee
sad thing was that dedication and coming forward wa
intermingled with salvation. The next time any tbese
students should sin or not be 100% dedicated, tbey likely
will again doubt their salvation.

Since that message was not delivered in its grop
context, one will never know the devastating eHedtwill
have on some of these students in the future. Whele
message was summed up in doubting one's salvatistead
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of realizing the Christian's testimony will fall @& on the ears
of the lost if our life does not incorporate goodris.

In discussing Il Corinthians 5:17 which states
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a newatwee
creation): old things are passed away; behold,thihgs are
become new."We should notice how this Verse is applied
when used in inviting people to trust Christ atithatation. It
is usually emphasized that if one is willing to lay on the
altar, i.e., willing to confess and forsake all Wmosin, then
Christ will accept the person and give them etelifeal

This may seem like sound theology because God does
want us to forsake our sin; but not as a conditiobe saved.
Then why would God want us to confess and forsakesim if
it is not to have eternal life? The answer is madgectly
clear from | John 1:6]If we say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not théht But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we &dellowship
one with another..."

When a Christian is living in sin his fellowshigpth
God is broken. The way to restore that fellowsbgiween
Christ and the believer is set forth in Verse'l9we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us aims, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousnessldw notice carefully,
when we forsake, confess, and walk with Christ veseh
fellowship; not salvation and Son-ship.

Some have tried to argue this by saying | Jolas w
written to lost people and not to Christians. Tierd of God
refutes this argument abruptly. Let us quote InJ&hl3,
"These things have | written unto you that beliemg¢he name
of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye hasmadt
life..."  Who did John say he wrote these things unto?
Christians, of coursefd you that believe.”
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| hope you begin to see how confusing the teohoy
of "laying all on the altar" becomes to a lost pers He is led
to believe that confession and forsaking all sin as
requirement before God will accept him. The Bibdgs that
"while | was a sinner Christ died for m¢Romans 5:8). He
did not say, "When you forsake all your sin, Chwst die for
you."

We must remember that before a person is savesl he
the natural man (Corinthians 2:14) and is not intdwéh the
Holy Spirit which is the power that changes a pe'sdife.
The Holy Spirit is given to each person simultarsipwvith
his faith in Christ and is not a result of confessipromises,
or works. Paul had this same problem with the tzala,"O
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitchéce. tricked or fooled)
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before wheyses Jesus
Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified ago/ou?"
Then Paul asked them the questioReceived YE THE
SPIRIT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR BY THE
HEARING OF FAITH"(Galatians 3:1,2; Ephesians 1:13).

Let us present God's salvation, not man's. <od'
salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Chran we not
then trust the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to soct and
provide the power to change a life, to that whichl Wwe
pleasing unto God?

A CONFUSION:

Now, a text found in Il Corinthians 5:17Therefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: olddisi are
passed away; behold all things are become newlis is
simply our POSITION before God, the way a sinn@kkin
God's eyes at the point of salvation. God views as a new
creation, born again by faith in Christ, he is avreeeation by
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the indwelling of the Holy Spirit"Old things are passed
away..." (He will never be judged, or chastened, for amg si
committed in the past)....All things become new.'What a
salvation! The past is forgotten and forgiven, @a® now
begin a new life with full assurance of eternad.lif

In Ephesians 2:6 we are told that God "...hatkeihi
(past tense) us up together and made us sit taogéthe
heavenly places in Christ Jesus."” Notice the pasd of this
Verse. God's salvation is so complete, sure, ahdbie that
He is letting us know that He looks upon us (theeda as
though we were already in Heaven.

The misuse of | Corinthians 5:17 has led marig in
thinking that when they trust Christ as Saviormediately
they will lose their desire to sin. Nothing coule turther from
the truth. Just because we are saved does noh wedose
our old nature or its influence. God wants theidvelr to
recognize this, so he will not be deceived into ldimg his
salvation when he does sin. There is not a Canisttho has
not sinned,"If we say that we (believers) have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in (isJohn 1:8).

One night, one of our deacons and myself wesitimg
a young couple. | asked the wife if she knew wisre was
going when she died. She replied, "Yes, right ®l'H We
had explained salvation previous to this and whexsked her
why she was going to Hell she explained. She shalstill
had a desire to do things she did not think a @ansshould
do. She thought if she accepted Christ she woaldonger
have a desire to do anything wrong.

She simply did not understand the working of the t
natures. In Galatians 5:17 we are tdlor the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against thesfieand these
are contrary the one to the otherWhen she realized God did
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not eradicate the old nature, she understood wiey aid
desires still tried to assert themselves. | anphdp say they
accepted Christ and did attend church regularlyeirTlives
changed as they grew in the grace and knowled@ho$t.

Many times people are confused and doubt their
salvation when led to believe everything in thefe Iwill
change immediately when they are saved. We mostmeoer
growth comes with knowledge of God's wor@ut grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviesu®
Christ. . ."(ll Peter 3:18). Read Il Peter 1:2,5,6.

Whenever an invitation includes laying all on ditar
for salvation, it can very well lead that persorb&dieve their
promises had something to do with their salvatiblm matter
how many promises, pledges, forsaken habits, now ho
sincerely all this is done. . . eternal life is@givonly as a free
gift, not a debt that God owes us (Romans 4:4)ouhwe
not give the invitation to the lost the same as Gloes,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalsé&eed. . ."
(Acts 16:31).

Once a person is saved, can we not trust thed\bbr
God and the conviction of the Holy Spirit to charagperson's
life? God does the saving and the Holy Spirit dtles
changing.

Salvation is not "faith and works" or "faith and
promises” but FAITH PLUS NOTHING!Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but accordirgstonercy
he saved us. " (Titus 3:5)

3. Faith Alone, God’s Plan of Salvation

God provided salvation for all by sending Chrast
payment for the sins of the worltf-or God so loved the
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world, that he gave his only begotten son, that wbcever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have a lagéng
life." His sacrifice was complete and accepted by God,;
therefore, it was never required again. In Hebré@42 we
are told,"But this man after he had offered osacrifice for
sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God."

God's acceptance of Christ's payment was evidenced

when He raised Him from the dead. In Romans 4425!. . .
was de-livered for our offences and was raisednafyai our
justification." Salvation was provided by God atmmpleted
by Christ. Christ is the Author and Finisher ofr daith, He
designed it, Christ's coming to earth to take omé flesh;
and completed it, His death on the cross and Hisrrection
without the help of man. Therefore, it will be @féd to man
only on God's condition.

A. Salvation for all

Christ's sacrifice has paid for all sin, pastsprd...and
future. Therefore, since the wages of sin is deatbne sin
was left unpaid for, Christ would still be in theage. Since
we have all sinned and the penalty for sin has Ipadh, then
all are welcomed to God's salvatidi:or God so loved the
world (everyone)that he gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoeverbelieveth in Him(Christ) should not perish, but
have everlasting life."The world is_everyonehe invitation is
to whosoever therefore,"This is the record that God hath
given to us eternal life and this life is in hisnSdHe that hath
the Son hath life and he that hath not the Sonaaf kath not
life." (1 John 5:11,12).

B. Salvation given only as a free qift by faith

Notice Ephesians 2:8,9For by grace are ye saved,
through faith, not of yourselves, it is the gift@bd, not of
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works, lest any man should boastLét's analyze each part of
this verse:

"Grace' - grace is giving us what we do not deserve. Satice
have sinned, none deserve eternal liByt God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sisn Christ
died for us." That's grace, Christ dying for us while we cared
nothing for Him!

"Are ye saved - since Christ paid for our sins, we are saved
from eternal damnation by not paying the debt of own
sins.

"Through faith" - faith and believing both mean the same, i.e.
trusting and relying upon God's payment for our #e death
and resurrection of Christ.

(2) God does not give you the faith to believe witht,
rather, gives us Jesus Christ. God loved the wdHds
fulfilling His responsibility. Believing, or notddieving, is our
responsibility.

"Not of yourselves - faith excludes any human good on the
part of the believer for salvation. Salvation evar given on
behalf of promises, resolutions, commitments, @catided
bad habits. "Not of yourselves" means "not of yourselves
(Titus 3:5, Isaiah 53:6).

"A qift of God" - salvation is a gift... period! There is no
payment for a gift or it then ceases to be a gfalvation is a
gift of God received by faith only.

"Not of works' - this is the same as "not of yourselves."
Twice God emphasizes that no human good can otttaisal-
vation of God. Isaiah 64:6But we are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy ragad we all
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do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like thenavihave taken
us away."

C. Works before salvation

In John 6:28, 29 a group of lost people askedsChr
what good works they could do for God. Here is tbeord,
"Then saidthey unto Him(Christ), What shall we do, that we
might work the works of God¥s. 28). Since they were lost,
no amount of good works would justify them. Our dor
answered them in one clear and concise statemidesus
answered and said unto them, This is the work af, &t YE
BELIEVE ON HIM(Chris) whom he hath sentVs. 29). Our
works account for rewards only after salvationt hefore.
They are considered as filthy rags prior to sabwa(lsaiah
64:6).

D. Self-righteousness

In Luke 16, just after Christ had given the pagabft
the unjust steward, He was derided by the Phariske¥erse
24 we are told;And the Pharisees also who were covetous
heard all these things and they derided H@hrist)." The
reason they did this is given in Verse 1Bnd He (Christ)
said unto them, ye are they which JUSTIFY YOURSELVE
before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for thatcl is
highly esteemed among men is an abomination irsitite of
God."

E. The Pharisee and the Publican

Here is the record, Luke 18:10wo men went up into
the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee and the rothe
Publican.” What caused Christ to give this parable? The
answer is found in Verse 9And he spake this parable unto
certain which_trusted in themselvdsat they were righteous,
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and despised others." One can easily see why Christ
condemned this Pharisee after listening to his-rigtteous
prayer.

Listen to him in Verses 11 and I'Zhe Pharisee stood
and prayed thus with himself, God, | thank theat tham not
as other men are, extortioners, unjust, and adalgror even
as this publican. 1 fast twice in the week, | ditiees of all |
possess." This man is characteristic of many self-righteous
church members today. Church members, but lodf: Se
justified, but condemned.

The publican pictures the sinner, who knows and
admits he is a sinner. Until one realizes he stnaer, he has
no need of a Savior. The publican came, not jistf
himself, or even worthy to look to HeavéAnd the publican
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as &yes into
Heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, GOD BE
MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER Now let us see who God
accepted in Verse 14| tell you this man went down to his
house JUSTIFIED rather than the other."

F. The Jews

In Romans 10:1-4, Paul prayer was that his kinfolk
Israel, would be saved. He acknowledged they were
religious; but, self-righteous and lost. Here ageses 1-4 in
their entirety."Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be saved. For | b&#am record
that they have a zeal of God, but not accordingrtowledge.
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, ehawot
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
Christ is the end of the law for righteousnessverg one that
believeth.”
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Yes, religious and self-righteous, but loshey, as
many today, will not submit themselves unto thétegusness
of God; but are trying to establish their own rgghisness.
One does not need Christ's righteousness when dney
convinced their own is sufficient. The Word of Goannot
penetrate a person who is full of self!

FAITH GIVES US CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS

In 1l Corinthians 5:21 we are told thaFor He hath made him
(Christ)to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Highrist)." When | trust
Christ by faith as my Savior, God gives me the teghisness
of Christ and takes my sin and judges it completphid for

at the cross. . . where He was made sin for mex Nman"be
found in him (Christ) NOT HAVING MY OWN
RIGHTEOUSNESS which is of the law, but that whigh i
through the faith of Christ, theighteousness which is of God
by faith" (Philippians 3:9). Paul, in Galatians 2:21 séidjo
not frustrate the grace of God, for if righteoushe®me by
the law, then Christ is dead in vain."

In God's Word faith, believe andtrust all have the
same meaning when appearing in connection withatalv.
All three mean you are relyingl00% on Christ as ryou
payment for sin. Then, and only then, can one hiree
absolute assurance you will never perish but haeelasting
life. | can then say with Paul in Galatians 2:20,am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet ripbut Christ
liveth in me: and the life which | now live in thesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and davself
for me."

What a relief it is to know for sure where | going
when | die! "And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son (ChristHe that hath
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the Son hath life; and he that hath not the So@ad, hath not
life. These things have | written unto you thaidwe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may KNOW that ywe ha
eternal life..."

There are only two ways to approach God...
Rejected-coming to God with youlOWN RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Accepted-coming to God as a sinner, accepting Christ by
FAITH.
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Il. THE EXAMINATION
Matthew 10:32,33
Romans 10:9,10

1. Concern With The Issues

There are two portions of Scripture that jamenarily
used in asking people to come forward in a chuocteteive
Christ as Savior. They are, Matthew 10:32, 33 aonthé&hs
10:9, 10. Let us examine these Verses in details@e what
they are talking about. Let us be as honest wWidse two
portions of Scripture as we are with the rest ofl'GaVord.

Any ardent student of the Bible recognizes tha th
proper interpretation of a Scripture comes fromghtiy
dividing the word of truth." This means that we wmiot take
one Scripture by itself and make it mean what watwato.
We should read the whole chapter and then congiuer
contextin which it was written. We should also _consitier
whomit is written and the dispensational aspéci®Ived.

God told Noah to build an ark, does that mean kge a
to build an ark today? God instructed Israel tplaphe blood
upon the lintel and the two side posts so the Deatbel
would not smite their firstborn. Are we to do theme today?
God told Moses to lift up his rod and stretch hasith over the
sea and it was divided. Are we to do the sameyda
Certainly, the answer is “No!.”

Let us examine Matthew 10:32, 33, and apply timeesa
rules of interpretation here as we do in the réSianipture.
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CONTEXTUAL EXAMINATION :

We shall be examining our text in the overall viefv
the entire Tenth Chapter of Matthew.

"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will | confess also before my Father
which is in Heaven. But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him will | also deny before my
Father which is in heaven."

Matthew 10:32,33

A. To whom is this speakir?g By going to the beginning
of the Chapter, this question is answerédow when He had
called unto Him His twelve disciples...Now the naroéthe

twelve Apostles are..These twelve Jesus sent h..fort
(Matthew 10:1-5). In the remaining contexts ofsthé/erses,
Christ names the twelve specifically by name. €&hean be

no question as to whom Christ is speaking.

B. Where were they to o This is answered clearly in
Matthew 10:5, 6,"These twelve Jesus sent forth and
commanded them saying, go not into the way of tatilés
and into the city of the Samaritans enter ye naott g rather

to the lost sheep of the house of Isra€élHey were sent only
to Israel and the reason is forthcoming.

C. What were they to sayThe answer is plainly given in
Verse 7,"And as ye preach, saying, the kingdom of Heaven is
at hand." Remember, Matthew emphasizes the Kingship of
our Savior. This is why the Kingdom of Heaven ientioned

38 times and only in the Book of Matthew. In otheords,
they were

to preach only to the house of Israel that Chtistir Messiah,
was here. The Kingdom of the Heavens (the earthifyn of
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Christ for 1,000 years) was at hand. If Israeltiamally,
would have accepted Christ as their Messiah it ddwve
been instituted.

D. How they proved their message was of God

Proof that their message was that of God and hot o
men was evidenced by the miracles they perforniéekse 8
explains,"Heal the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the deadt
out devils; freely ye have received, freely givéVhen they
preached that Christ was the Messiah and thendréhgedead,
it was surely proof that their message was true.

E. The warning of Christ

In Verses 16 to 22, the twelve Apostles are tbiak t
their preaching will cause them to be hated by mdiey
would be brought before councils, governors, kirzgesl even
scourged in the synagogues for His name's sake. He
forewarned the Apostles of the results their taskila bring.
Keep in mind He is still speaking to the Apostleseh

F. How were they to redet

Verse 16 explainsBe ye therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doveslh other words, preach by the
wisdom of God, strong in the faith, boldly, but fmano one
who resists your message.

G. God's protection is seen

God's protection is promised in verse 22, "ButHe
endureth (remains faithfutd the endof his ministry)shall be
saved(delivered alive)." Notice in verse 23ut when they
persecute you in the city, flee ye into anothekVlien they
were rejected from a city, God would deliver, ootect, their
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life until they could flee to another city. Remesnpnone of
the eleven were killed until after their ministryasvfinished.
When Israel's rejection of their Messiah was fin&lod
permitted the Apostles to obtain their martyr'swano All
were martyred, with the exception of John. They evas
sealed by God's protection as the 144,000 in R&wval 7:3;
9:4; 14:1."But the very hairs of your head are numberggs.
30). How true it is,"If God be for us...who then can be
against us?"

H. Their representative was Christ

Christ gave the Apostles their commission, their
protection, and He would also reward them by caifestheir
faithfulness before the Father. Read again Matth@s2, 33.

If they became weak in their faith and would notfess Him,
then He would confess their unfaithfulness to treheér.
Remember, this confession by Christ to the Fathdori the
Apostle's rewards or loss of rewards and not foeirth
salvation. Their faithfulness, no doubt, will svwarded when
they rule and reign with Christ in His earthly Kdagn.

This is similar to the way God deals with Chrigta

today concerning their rewards and loss of rewasdspoken
of in I Corinthians 3:14, 15If any man's(Christian's only)
work

abide which he hath built thereupon, he shalleree a
reward. If any man'sQChristian's)work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be savest; 30 as by
fire." Both Matthew and Corinthians are speaking of
fellowship, service, and rewards; not son-ship saddation.

If we keep Matthew 10:32 and 33 in context.esal
things may be noticed:
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A. The "whosoever" in Verses 32 and 33 is rafgrto
the twelve Apostles that Christ was addressing eéns¥s 1 to
5. ltis true that we, today, will be rewarded éanr testimony
of Christ as other Scriptures point out, but th8septures are
referring to the twelve only.

B. These Verses are not speaking about salvafam,
confessing Christ is a work of the flesh and werasesaved
by works, NOT EVEN ONE! (Ephesians 2:8,9 and TBuUs)

C. These Verses were given to those, the Aposilbs,
had already identified themselves as being belgend not
as a condition for salvation.

D. The whole chapter is dealing with one group @&nm
the twelve Apostles; one nation, Israel; and oessage, "the
kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” If we are goin@pply just

two Verses we would have to pull them completely ol

context which would be mutilating God's Word.

One would have as much right to claim Verse &as
permission to raise the dead today. Others woakk tthe
right to claim the promises of physical protectiarverse 22.
Here He promised the Apostles, if they would renfaithful
to the end of their commission, nothing could hapfzetheir
lives. How erroneous it would be to apply thighie Church
Age. Many a missionary has been faithful to thesjiab, yet
their life was not spared, but taken. Read "ThihoGates of
Splendor” by Elisabeth Elliot for example.

E. Since these verses are speaking only aboutcseawvid
not salvation, we should not confuse the listenenrixing
grace and works. Many times it is said that sawats by
grace and not of works and people are then, imabelgi
invited to "Step out and come to the front of theirch” to
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receive Christ. If this is not a work...then | got know what
is!

We are preaching one thing and doing the opposite
when we require a person to do a work before raugiv
Christ. People are led to believe they cannotadwed unless
they come forward to do it. If | can be saved iy seat, then
why ask me to come to the front of a church toikec€hrist?
This is a question many ask. Many have left a dinhgervice
still lost because a pastor said one thing abowagan and
then required the person to do something else @Rar1:6).

F. No where do these verses mention anything about
walking to the front of a church. Where does it aaything
about getting out of your seat? Where does itaagthing
about confessing Christ before a congregation?  The
"confessing” in verses 32 and 33 is referringhe twelve
Apostles preaching th&Kingdom of heaven is at handind

not just standing in front of a congregation sayifigoelieve

in Christ."

G. Keeping these Verses in context, one would drdy
required to confess in the presence of Jews. DoeV¥erse 6
say,"Go only to the lost sheep of the house of Istael.

H. These Verses would only have confession madieeto
lost, not the saved. When we apply this today hade a
person confess Christ in front of a congregatithen it is
mostly before the saved and not the lost. Rementbeés,
"confession” is referring to preaching the Kingdorassage.

CONCLUSIONS FROM THE FACTS

| have talked to many people who refused to g bac
church again because they have felt compelled tk twathe
front of a church to be saved. Truthfully, how mames
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have you seen the same people, time after tintbgifront of
the church in response to this type of invitatighlady asked
me not long ago why | do not have people come foivi@a be
saved. Here are a few of the many reasons | gawe h

A. No scripture even hints that you must come ®ftbnt
of a church to be saved or even after you are saved

B. We always teach people the importance of confgss
Christ after they are saved by faith alone, letosfess Him
where it will be of most benefit. Let us tell oarothers,
fathers, brothers, sister, our children, our retsi and our
neighbors who are not saved. Let us confess Ghrisg¢ality,
where it counts!

C. Coming forward causes confusion, for many people
are led to believe this has something to do withasien.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

D. Let us not be guilty of isolating a Verse ofifture,
taking it completely out of context, to supportadition
inherited from the past.

In summary, salvation is only one way anat tis by
trusting Jesus Christ as our Savior (John 6:4%)s the same
for all individuals no matter where you are or wymu are.
When | am on radio or television, | invite peopte trust
Christ right where they are...in their home, thmr, walking
down the street...wherever. Why, then is the atioh
changed when we are in church?

Perhaps you are one who is really bitter toward
churches because someone has tried to force youn dow
aisle. Please do not be bitter at the Lord. Heenenade this
a condition for salvation. God does not ask udd@nything
to be saved. He only asks that we accept whatdsedbne.
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God loved you so much that He paid for your simsgletely
before you were ever born. He only asks you topetaly
trust in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior aed test in
God's promise that you will never perish but haverkasting
life.

"And this is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his son.
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life" (I John
5:11, 12).

2. Let us examine another portion of Scripture used
support the practice of "coming forward" in a churto
receive Christ as Savior.

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouttonfession
is made unto salvation."

Romans10:9, 10

These two verses, along with Matthew 10:32,33, are
the most widely used in support of asking peoplevaik to
the front of a church to receive Christ as Savior.

Let us examine the context surrounding Ronidns,
10. One scholar has correctly pointed out thatehtihree
Chapters are speaking primarily concerning the skewation
and the Jewish people. Chapter 9 is speakingraélisn the
past, Chapter 10 is concerning Israel in the prte@kming the
Church Age) and Chapter 11 deals with their future.
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Chapter 9 recalls to Israel the REASON they were
rejected as a nation;Wherefore? Because they sought it not
by faith, but as it were by the works of the lawor they
stumbled at that stumbling ston@erse 32).

Chapter 10 is the remedy for their rejectiGRor
Christ is the end of the law for righteousnesswtergone that
believeth"(Vs. 4). The future result is that, at the enthef 7-
Year Tribulation Period, Christ will return to elsliah the
Kingdom and'so all Israel(nationally)shall be saved: as it is
written, there shall come out of Zion the Deliverand shall
turn away the ungodliness from Jaco{d.1:26).

[l Timothy 3:16 informs us tha#ll scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for docte, for
reproof, forcorrection, for instruction in righteousnesslf
God is the inspiration of all Scripture, it is @nt He is not
going to contradict Himself. In Verse 9, the Biblates that if
one hasbelievedand confessedChrist, he is saved. If this
confession were a work we had to do for salvatibis, would
definitely contradict every other Scripture thatss you have
eternal life by faith alone.

Remember, confession is definitely a work youndlt
the flesh. Let us look at some Verses in Romaat would
be false if the "confession" in Romans 10:9 waemrssl for
salvation.

Romans 3:22."Even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe: for there is no
difference."

Romans 3:26"To declare, | say, at this
time his righteousness: that he might be just,

39



and the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus."

Romans 3:3Q"Seeing it is one God,
which shall justify the circumcision (Jews) by
faith, and uncircumcision (Gentiles) through
faith."

Romans 4:5."But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

Romans 5:1 "Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ."

Romans 9:32..."Wherefore? Because
they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the
works of the law. For they stumbled at that
stumbling stone.”

The reason that Christians cannot boast in thkes
about their salvation...they did not do any goodrksoto
receive it. "Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith(Romans 3:27).

The capstone of all texts that prove that saiwats
either by grace or works i8And if by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise grace is no more gracd. iBit be
of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise wisrko more
work" (Romans 11:6).

THE CONDITIONS

Consider Romans 10:9 in its setting. The Jews,
nationally, had rejected Christ as the Messiah. r &o
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individual to accept Christ and confess that He wlas
Messiah would mean loss of friends, respect, mositand
would bring persecution and possibly, even death.

The account of Stephen and his testimony shows tha
his professing Christ as Savior resulted in histldeaFirst,
they accused him of blasphemy by bribing men to say
"Then they subornefbribed men, which said, We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, andhstgai
God. And set up false witnesses, which said, This ceaseth
not to speak blasphemous words against this hagepland
the law" (Acts 6:11,13).

Secondly, they arrested him and brought him reefo
the council (Sanhedrin, the Jewish court of laWdnd they
stirred up the people, and the elders, and thebss;i and
came upon him, and caught him, and brought himh® t
council” (Acts 6:12).

Finally, they killed him, for they could not st his
testimony concerning ChristThen they cried out with a loud
voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon himh vaibe
accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned.hiand
Saul was consenting unto his deafAtts 7:57,58; 8:1).

Saul (Paul) persecuted many who confessed Christ
whether male or femaleAnd Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against the disciplestioé Lord,
went unto the high priest, And desired of him tsttéo
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found atlyiofvay,
whether they were men or women, he might bring thenamd
unto Jerusalem{( Act 9:1).

After Paul's salvation, he testified of the drea
persecutions he received of the Jews for confesSingst,
"We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;are
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perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but foosaken;

cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing akiouthe

body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the ligoabf Jesus
might be made manifest in our body. For we which are

alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, tmatife also of
Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flegh."
Corinthians 4:8-11).

"But in all things approving ourselves
as the ministers of God, in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In
stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in
labours, in watchings, in fastings.”

(Il Corinthians 6:4,5).

"Thrice was | beaten with rods, once
was | stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day | have been in the deep" "Of
the Jews five times received | forty stripes save
one"
(Il Corinthians 11:25, 24).

At this time, for a Jewish person to accept &hand
then publicly confess Him, knowing the persecutsume to
come, you can rest assured that he was saveRomsins
10:9 attests,'That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesugnot just that He was a good maamd shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from theadi€as
evidence that He was the Messiah, Matthew 12#@) shalt
be saved."

This Verse separated the professors from the

possessors. There were some who were naming CGlwist
Lord, but did not really believe He was the Melsia
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"Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will | profess unto them, | never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity"

(Matthew 7:21-23).

These were not persecuted for their confessioaussc
their confession of the Lord did not include that ttas the
Messiah. In the time Romans 10:9 was written, thake
confessed the Lord Jesus were confessing him dgélsiah,
as evidenced by their believing God had raised Hom the
dead. Anyone who confessed this would probablg féeath.
The "thou shalt be savedfs not intended in the Greek to
reveal a condition for salvation by confessing &etleving,
but a definite fact that no one facing death woadohfess
Christ as their Messiah, unless tivegre saved.

This is substantiated further by verse "Far with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with rtfouth
confession is made unto salvationThe word"made” is the
Greek word "HOMOLOGEOQO" and means "acknowledgement
by confession in the attitude of giving thanks."tr¢8g's
Concordance).

Why would a person give thanks for somethingythe
have not already received? They were giving thafaks
Christ's righteousness that God gave them for\aatje

"For he (God)hath made hin§Christ)to be
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him."
(Il Corinthians 5:21).
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"For if by one man'{Adam's) offense
death reigned by one; much more thglge
believers)which receive abundance of grace
and the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life
by one, Jesus Christ"

(Romans 5:17).

Philippians 3:9 could speak no clear&nd be
found in him (Christ) not having mine own
righteousness which of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith."

Romans 10:10 contains a two-fold doctrinal truth:

The believer's justification in God's sight and

The believer’s justification in man's sight.

This is comparable to the contrast found in Romans
and James. Romans shows that man is justifiecbaisGight
by faith without works. James points out thatrfeen to know
we are saved, we must show them by our works, lwhic
includes confessing Christ. This is justificationnnan's eyes.

God does not need our confession to know we are
saved as God looks where man cannot see...upoheing.
Simultaneously, upon the belief in Christ as SaviGod
imparts the salvation He has promisé&derily, verily, | ay
unto you, he that believeth on me hathright now )
everlasting lifé (John 6:47).

Some Christians have an erroneous idea to exbese t
lack of witnessing for Christ. They say, "Peopld st see
Christ in me by the way | live." This is not traad the last of
Verse 10 verifies this. By not confessing Chrisd gust living
a good life, you receive the glory, not the Lord.
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Believing is our position before God, our salwat
Confessing is our position before man, our servit®o then
faith (others to believejometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God." (Romans 10:17). The only way others can
know | am a Christian is by my confessing Christ nag
personal Savior. Then, if | want people to beliewsy
testimony, | must live so that my life will substeate what |
say.

Salvation is God's provision for my position, or
justification, before Him, "For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness.When | confess Christ, bystanders do not
see a self-righteous person, but see Christ ag#ds®n for my
leading a separated life. Then Christ receivegtbey. "And
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.whose
eyes? _Man'syes of course! My life alone will not lead
others to Christ for | must confess Him as the sra%How
shall they believe in him of whom they have notrdi®&a
(Romans 10:14).

Romans 10:13 is also sometimes used as a aomditi
for salvation,"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved."The word"saved"here would be better
translated "delivered" as the context will show.

Calling upon the Lord has nothing to do withvadibn,
but is a privilege given to those who are alreaayes. This is
clarified by Verse 14How then shall they call upon him in
whom they have not believedThe question has arisen, "If we
are already saved before we call upon Him, thent wbawve
call upon Him for?" Verse 12 will shed some lighior there
is no difference between the Jew and the Greekthimisame
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon hig&hrist)." The
phrase that théLord over all is rich unto all that call upon
him" cannot be speaking of salvation as those thadatere
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already saved by faith. So...the betngh to those that call"
must pertain to additional blessings and provisi@iter
salvation.

Here are several important things to consider:

A. “There is no difference between the Jew and Kree
(Gen-tile). There is no preference or special
privileges because of nationality. The Lord isloepn
with individuals regardless of race. Remember, the
Jewish people had the advantage over the Gentiles
because unto them were committed the oracles of God
(Romans 3:1,2). When, nation-ally, they rejecteslirt
Messiah, God temporarily stopped working through
them as a nation. He is reminding them that,
individually, Gentile and Jew will be treated ali&een
though Israel, as a nation, has been temporarily se
aside.

B. Christians, at this time, faced great perseastior the
name of Christ.

C. Those that called upon Him were the saved.
D. The Lord promised to be rich upon all that edll
E. He also promised to deliver those who called.

With this in mind, the passage should becortear.
Those that believed in Christ, knowing they werengdo face
persecutions, could now call upon the Lord to aglithem.
He would be rich unto them by giving them strengénd
boldness to con-fess Him. He would be rich in cairig
them during their trials or whatever need they rhlgdve had.
We, who are saved today, must also call upon thel Lo
supply our needs, give us boldness to witness andart to
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go through our trials or whatever need we may hBué.l can
say, as Paul did;l can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me,bnly because the Lord is rich upon all
(saved) that call upon Him.

Since the portion of Scripture we have been
considering, Romans 10:9 and 10, is often quotaddtivate
people to come to the front of a church to conféksst, we
might consider this summary:

A. Confession is not a condition for salvation. rijia
people are confused by mixing salvation with thekwo
of confessing.

B. Nothing is said in Scripture about coming te front
of a church.

C. People are made to feel as though they arsavetd if
they do not come forward, and this is not what the
Scriptures teach.

D. Nothing is said in Scripture about confesslm#ing
simultaneous with salvation. The author was saved
year or so before he confessed Christ publicly.

E. Many say you can be saved in your seat, lart thill
not invite people to actually trust Christ wheretsit.

F. Many want to be saved but do not want to steefdre
a crowd of people. If God does not make this a
condition for salvation, what right do we have takae
it a condition? Should we not give the lost every
opportunity that God does?

We need to remember that confession is ivohys
simultaneous with salvation. It takes time to groand
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confession comes with growth. Many have left arch
service lost, with their blood on the preachersdsabecause
he wanted to make the people do something thatdsbdot
require for salvation.
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lIl. THE INVITATION

The Procedure
The Person
The Problem
The Proposal

1. The Procedure

The invitation at the conclusion of a service mayy
somewhat, but most generally it follows this praoed

A. The pastor or evangelist will ask the congrematio
bow their heads at the conclusion of the sermon.

B. The congregation is addressed with the questiisn,
anyone today interested in their soul? If so, woudd let me
see your hand so that | can pray for you.”

C. A prayer is then given. It may go something ltkis,
"Lord, we pray for those who raised their hand®lpHhem to
make that decision by slipping out of their seatd seceiving
Christ here at the front of the church (or altakmen.”

D. The congregation is then asked to stand argl ama
an invitation song. Another plea is usually giveiiNow that
you have raised your hands step out on the firgeveWhen
you take that first step the Lord will be with ythe rest of the
way. The pastor and personal workers will be wgito meet
you." Sometimes you will hear, "It wasn't easy @hrist and
it won't be easy for you."

E. The length may run from 3 to 25 minutes, depandi
the pastor/evangelist or how many come.
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F. In assuming someone may come for salvation, éney
then introduced to a personal worker who shows tlieen
"Romans Road to Salvation" as many Baptists pu(Tihe
Romans Road is Romans 3:23; 6:23; 10:9,10).

G. After receiving Christ as Savior, they are tlsked to
stand before the congregation for their public ssfon. The
pastor then asks the individual if they believet thesus Christ
died to pay for their sins. The answer, of coursé€l do."
Pastor: "And so you want to follow in believer'spham?" "I
do."

H. The person remains standing and after the dosin
prayer the congregation files by and gives thenamdbhake
and a word of encouragement.

l. If someone comes, inevitably, the pastor wilédhe
congregation sing another verse, and another veasd,
another... as long as people are coming.

| would like to analyze this type of invitation:

(1). Does anyone care about their SoMVhen the con-
gregation is asked, "Is anyone interested in theul please
raise your hand so | may pray for you," my quesison "Why

would one ask the congregation a question likelnan their

presence there is already the answer? In othedsyavhy

would they be there if they were not interested® Guestion
accomplishes absolutely nothing, so why ask it?

As an example, allow me to relate an incident that
happened some years back. A revival was beingiheldarge
fundamental Baptist church. My wife and | had iied
several people to come, and most did. At the cmmmh of
the service the evangelist asked the congregatitim tiveir
heads bowed, "If any here was interested in tloait.'s
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There were probably 350 to 400 in attendance and n
one raised their hand. The same and only questias
repeated 4 or 5 times...still with no hands raisdtruptly the
evangelist stated, "The meeting is dis-missed."elVhraised
my head and looked at the evangelist, it was appdre was
mad and disgusted. There was no invitation gatea|.

The pastor seemed shocked at the abrupt enéieg
thanked the people for coming and invited them btoek
next night. The next night we returned with abihe same
amount of people as the first night. The exactesahning
happened the second night. Because no one raisiedhand
to indicate they were concerned for their soulwoaild not
proceed to give the invitation.

Let us continue our analysis:

a. The lack of hands being raised seemed to ireditat
him that his sermon was ineffective.

b. It was apparent that he was angry.

C. To ask a congregation to indicate by the raisaa if
they are interested in their salvation is applyangraditional
procedure which is supported nowhere in the Bibll&is is a
procedure he had incorporated.

d. I would think that the presence of the persoohuarch
would indicate they were interested in their sauihey would
not have come.

e. Evidently, since no hands were raised, this taken
as an insult to the evangelist concerning his ngessa
otherwise, why would it anger him to the point pka disgust
to the audience?
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f. In following an unscriptural procedure, the uks

motivated the preacher to actually go against Gudsd.

What right did the evangelist have to refuse toténpeople
to trust Christ as Savior...just because they dat react the
way he wanted them to? Did he not also betraytring of

others who had invited the lost in full confidendkat he
surely would invite them to trust Christ as theavir.

g. Whenever we begin to put ourselves into theupéct
and start acting on the authority of our feelingtéad of the
authority of God's Word, we will rob people of thight to
trust Christ but may still think we are doing God/#l (John
3:30).

h. Since“God so loved the worfd (John 3:16), should
we not then tell the world at every opportunity lo$ love.
We should"Preach the word, be instant in season, out of
season...'(Il Timothy 4:2). Action on obedience and not by
feeling, we can always trust the Word, which isrpbathan
any two-edged sword, to accomplish that which #gdat forth

to do (Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 55:11).

I. His attitude put a dampening effect throughooe t
congregation.

J- In conclusion, we need to get back to the basics
expounding the Word of God and when we are finisiradte
people to trust Christ...period! We need to disgewith all
the foolish questions that amount to nothing artdaly bind
the invitation. Let us just plainly invite peogtetrust Christ.

We did not return to hear him again, nor did ynan

others. It was sad to see this evangelist gett s nothing
and then refuse to give an invitation because of Hurt
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feelings. His invitation, not God's, had repercuss not only
on the congregation, but also upon himself.

(2). Can you be saved in your seatWhen people are
asked to leave their seat and receive Christ afrtm of the
church my question is, "Why cannot Christ be nesgiwhere
they sit?" The only reason is, they are not ta@ddo this.
Many people have been saved by hearing the Gospeltie
radio. Did they walk down the aisle? No. Maravé been
saved by seeing and hearing the Gospel over sabevi
Many are led to Christ at their home, at work,ima hospital
and walking the aisle of a church was never meetion

Then, cannot a person in church be saved en th
same way? Of course they can! One does not dbebt
salvation of a person saved in these various st but
when we are in church a person's salvation is ounest if
they do not come forward. The paradox is this-fierson
was led to Christ in their home and the next doagmbor
came to church the next Sunday, the one who carieutch
would not receive the same invitation to receivei€ltas his
neighbor did. Since he is in church, he must comnéhe
front of the church to be saved. If he is at homiéhe
would have to do is receive Christ as his Savior.

The Bible invitation has never changed. No matter
what location you are in, it is also the sartigelieve on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.li' Romans
10:17 we are told "...faith cometh by hearing aedring by
the word of God." If a person can be saved hundoédsles
away by hearing the Gospel over the radio, thearagm can
be saved 30 feet away, from the pulpit to the péwiven
the same opportunity.

(3). Believer's Baptism After the individual has publicly
confessed Christ, they are almost always askeukeif tvant
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to follow in "believer's baptism" and the answeralg/ays,
"Yes." |, personally, have never heard a "No" agrsexcept
maybe from small children who are not sure whatrthe
parents would say.

My only point of thought concerning this is, it &
automatic as putting your shoes on before leavneghbuse. |
be-lieve a new Christian should have baptism erplhiand
be shown from Scripture exactly what it represe(as
testimony) and that it has no saving power. idvel a person
should understand about baptism and the time adotns
usually not sufficient at the conclusion of the vese to
discuss these things.

Remember, the time from coming forward to standing
be-fore the congregation is usually a few minuteardly
enough time to cover salvation, let alone anythehgp. |
believe a home visit is much more beneficial tolaxpand
answer questions than trying to do it on the frpetv or
counseling room in five or ten minutes.

People have many questions concerning salvation,
growth, the Lord's will in their life, inerrancy @cripture,
prophecy, etc. To answer these questions, a hasttewith
plenty of time and no interruptions or distractiopsoduces
the best results.

(4). Length of service a hindranceShould the church
service begin and end on time? The reason | aousksng

this is, in talking to literally hundreds of churelitendees,
their displeasure in the length of invitation haseib

expressed. | am a firm believer in starting ouwises on

time. We do not want our organ and piano playSts)day

School teachers or people to be late. It is amplato all

of our preparedness. We can hardly ask anyondalse on

time if we do not start our services on time.
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It is just as important to conclude our services o
time or as close to the expected time as possililpeople
are told the services conclude at noon, then ithbug
conclude at noon. When the coming forward invitatie
extended one more verse, then one more verse, @t s
until time approaches 12:30 or 12:45...does onedeowhy
people get upset or angry? | personally believg theve a
right to.

The excuse given by the pastor is usually that the
people who complain are not really spiritual andhdo have
a sincere desire to see souls saved. Why not garéme
service to conclude on time with the invitation luded.
When people are invited to trust Christ in theiatse the
invitation would take only a few minutes.

If visitors leave the church angry, then thhole
purpose of the church is defeated. It is verykami the
person who is "turned off" because they are kept an
unexpected 20 to 30 minutes will return very sodviany
times it is hard to get people to come to churehfitst time,
so why drive them away with an unscriptural prag?ic

I have had some tell me they heard two sermons--on
before the invitation, and one with the invitatiorif the
power is in the first sermon, there will be no nded a
successive sermon of 20 minutes or more to perspeaigle
to come forward. It is important to start and dade the
service on time. After all, the purpose is to maie people
to want to return next Sunday.

(5). Lordship SalvationAnother variation of this invitation
when inviting people forward mixes faith and detma for
salvation. This is known as "Lordship salvatiohe phrase
most commonly used goes something like this, "M@keist
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Lord of your life, for if He is not Lord of all (nams
completely controlling your life); He is not Lord all." In

essence this means "if one is not entirely suessdito the
Lord's will, then they are naeally saved' for then He is not
Lord at all.

This invitation includes phrases like:

Come and lay all upon the altar.

Come and give your life to Jesus.

Come and surrender all to Jesus and be saved.
Come, make Him Lord of your life and be saved.
And so on!

Many have responded to this type of iniwotat
sincerely desiring to surrender all, make Him Laydge their
life, and lay all upon the altar. Then, after Sapadomes
Monday, and soon they realize they have fallen tsbér
fulfilling their promise of complete surrender madhest
Sunday!

What now! In talking to many who have experienced
this, almost unanimously, two things come to thaind.
The first is, "Was | really saved?" The second'lis] was
really saved, how could | have failed the Lord sore?" If
not counseled soon, this person very often doescowte
back to church. The reason is, they are embadasss not
fulfilling their promises and commitments to therdpand
they do not want people to think they are hyposrite

The sad thing is, they were misled to believe thay
to make promises and commitments to Christ in orstebe
saved. This is some of the damage that is donbibytype
of invitation. The person is led to believe tiia¢y must
give something to Christ in order to be savedglitealizing
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salvation is all of the Lord. It iseceivingwhat Christ did
for eternal life,not offeringwhat we can do to deserve it.

2. The Person

One of the persons considered here is one whonoiay
have desire to be saved. This does not mean thayt®e
saved...because they can. Many people are sadag tvho
never had a desire for spiritual things. Manysimaulated or
stirred when witnessed to, hearing a radio messagsgrmon
in a church.

Different approaches, messages, topics, sudeats,
prophecy and etc. may stimulate a person's iriteresn
though they may have had no prior concern. The type
invitation employed at the end of the service hagmendous
effect upon the persons present. This is why sbigmportant
to present the Gospel to the lost as simply agdrbt as the
Word of God states,"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on me (Christ) hath everlasting li{f@bhn 6:47).

While pastoring in Southern Indiana a few yearskba
| attended a large outdoor evangelistic meetinthenarea of
Cincinnati, Ohio. This was sponsored by a largiependent
church, their speaker was a nationally known angulzr
evangelist from Louisiana. The message was good, a
related throughout, that belief in Christ was that was
necessary for eternal life.

At the invitation, it was then stated that if yaanted
to be saved you must leave your seat and walkeadrtnt of
the platform and there receive Christ as Savist in front
of me a young boy, just about eight years old, dskes
mother if he could go forward. His mother would tet him.
The invitation was held for a lengthy period of éimAt the
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closing | gave the mother a tract and asked heedd it and
told her that she did not have to go forward teéeed.

| have often wondered if this little boy ever gaived
or was brought under conviction again. Since hetadto go
forward, | am sure he would have received Christagior if
given an opportunity to do so, from where he wastext |
have related this incident to some other people thair
assessment. The standard escape route was, "Hdvetéor
his mother not to allow or take her son to thefptat." All
the blame was placed upon the mother.

Whose fault was it really? Should not the evaisgel
have given the invitation to be saved the same wamyhe
stated in his message? | believe so, and if he th@dboy
probably would have been saved.

Another sad occasion occurred in Indianapolis,
Indiana, at a conference held at the Lifegate Baghurch.
One of the key speakers delivered a tremendousagesn
the morning meeting. About half way through thessage
several "hippie" type young people came in andrstie back
pews. |was at the rear of the church tapingrieesage. The
young people appeared to be 18 or 19 years oldlanip hair
and dressed very shabbily.

At the conclusion of the service an invitation was
given to come forward...with no response. The lspea
extended the invitation for quite some time andalfin one
person responded. It became obvious the speakeupset
and appeared to actually be getting mad, eviddrgbause of
the lack of response.

He then began a verbal attack in a roundabout way
directed toward the "hippies." | watched them &asyt
recognized immediately what was being done. Thegah to
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look at each other, some sneering in disgust, amues
laughing so as to mock the speaker. He had ohyisusgled

them out in the final minutes of his invitation. shall never
forget his closing remark. He pointed his fingeward the
back of the auditorium and stated, "You need tahdomost
manly thing you have ever done in your life andpsie the

front of the church and receive Christ!" There wasa doubt
in anyone's mind who he was talking to.

Personally | would have not gone down for hetprf
him after this kind of attack. People are not aptgpond to a
personal attack coupled with resentment and angem i
positive manner. | often wonder what would havepesed if
an invitation had been given in love without a ped attack
on them.

When the closing prayer was given they made a-"bee
line" for the door and it was evident they were rgng |
approached them immediately outside the church.gave
them a tract and told them they did not have tdogine front
of the church to be saved. | tried to apologizelie speaker's
attack but to no avail. They were turned off 100%¢annot
repeat the things they said. | will say, | do hia@me them for
feeling as they did. It will be nothing short ofraracle if they
are ever reached for Christ after what happenet dag.
Whatever their reason for coming in was, | do nuiw; but |
do know this, the speaker had an obligation to @Gopresent
Christ, clearly and simply... with love, to all wheere there.

The message was great, but the invitation was a
disaster completely overshadowing the message. nrEx¢
person who attempts to witness to any of their greull
undoubtedly never know the surrounding circumstartbat
may have sealed their rejection for Christ.
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Paul, of the New Testament, emphasized the im-
portance of using simplicity concerning God's Worth |l
Corinthians 1:12 we are toldFor our rejoicing is this, the
testimony of our conscience, THAT IN SIMPLICITY and
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but bygg of God ,
we have our conversation in the world, and morenalauntly
to you-ward." Since coming forward is never mentioned in
the Bible as an ingredient for salvation...why uaptr the
simplicity of simply trusting Christ as Savior.

Paul in writing Il Corinthians 11:3 said thisBut |
fear, least by any means, as the serpent beguied through
his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted FROMETH
SIMPLICITY that is in Christ."

Another ingredient which must prevail if the Gdsise
to have an effect upon people is that it must lesqmted in
love. In | Thessalonians 3:12 we are tdldnd the Lord
make you to increase and ABOUND IN LOVE one toward
another and TO-WARD ALL MEN, even as we do toward
you." Ephesians 4:15 says we are ttSpeak the truth in
love." As happens so many times...love is replaced with
disgust when no one responds by coming forward.

Allow me to relate one more experience. Atevpus
pastorate, one of the deacons discussed an experibat
happened to his brother in the same church | wasopag,
but prior to my coming. His brother had come tairch and
responded to the invitation of, "If you would like be saved,
come forward." When he went forward a personalkemwor
went with him to another room for counseling. Heasw
instructed that upon receiving Christ as our Saterwould
have to stand in front of the church and answeouple of
guestions from the pastor. The young man toldptrsonal
worker that he did not want to stand in front o ¢hurch at
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this time. He was told that his procedure wennglevith
being saved.

To make a long story short, he was not saved,idhe d
not stand before the church for his public prof@ssand he
left the church that morning vowing never to coraekbagain.
His brother asked me to pray for and visit him. tffully, |
was not overly excited about the visit because dvkrirom
past experience that some of the hardest peopleatth are
those who have had a bad church experience.

The young man was then playing the drums in aelanc
band. As I recall, | believe the opener for thearsation
was the fact that | had played drums in a dancel lsamme
years back. He seemed quite shocked that a prelagtience
been a drummer in a dance band. | do not suppeseas
any more shocked than | would have been, if someandd
have told me back then | would be a preacher! Amywit
opened the door to tell him about Christ. | asdurien if he
came to church he did not have to come down tot firorbe
saved.

A very exceptional ending concludes this experiendde
began coming to church, received Christ as hisioBav
became an usher, then a member on our trustee.bd#ed
later felt God's call to the ministry and graduasdter four
years of Bible College. It was an honor to ordaim into the
Gospel ministry here during one of my previous p@des a
while back. He then started a church in Southedmaha and
is a great witness for the Lord.

| would not for a moment question the well-meant
intentions and sincerity of the pastor and persomatker
dealing with this man's salvation. But, becausethaf tra-
ditional invitation of coming and standing befordet

61



congregation as part of salvation, this young mas wrned
away from Christ instead &b Christ.

Something | think we need to remember. This man

did not reject the Gospel, he rejected the GosdxIBE® with
a traditional ingredient of coming forward. Thatvidhat he
rejected and it was not God's fault...but man's.

| have given only a few of the hundreds of eigeres

of people who have been turned off and away framst |
honestly feel this is the other half of the storyieh is neither
told nor discussed today.

3.

A.

The Problem.

Inconsistency When one is invited to receive Christ
by faith in their home and they do so, they areedav
They are not asked to walk an aisle.

At a funeral people are not asked to come to thetfr
only to receive Christ.

In the hospital one is simply asked to believe that
Christ died to pay for their sins and rose agaid an
walking the aisle is never the issue.

When listening to a radio sermon | have never haard
invitation to come forward, only believe. It woulte
absurd to invite people to come forward over tltbaa
When watching a religious broadcast on television,
have never heard a preacher or evangelist invitieg
home audience to come forward to receive Christ.
They are usually told to "Trust Christ right whemu
are."

The inconsistency is this, why do not the peopltha

outdoor meeting or in the church have the same roypioy to
receive Christ by faith alone as those listeningh® radio,
watching television, or in their home, or at a faheor in the
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hospital? Usually at a televised outdoor revived speaker
will ask people to come to the platform to be sasad then
turn to the television audience and say "Believettan Lord

Jesus Christ right where you are and be saved.”

If all the people who had gone would have stayed
home and viewed the television program they wowadehhad
a better opportunity to be saved!

B. A Tradition

Independent, fundamental churches, as our-sefk@sn on
traditions framed and incorporated outside the wafrdsod.

In Peter 1:18 and 19, Peter wrote concerning bsawgd by
anything outside of the blood of Christ, speakirgttweir
traditions received from their fathef$:orasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible thirgs,silver
and gold, from your vain conversation, RECEIVED BY
TRADITION from your fathers. But with the precidilsod of
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and withoudtsp

Paul, In writing to the Colossians, saiBeware lest
any man spoil you through philosophy, after théiments of
the world, and not after Christ."

While some have condemned others for their ticadi
they themselves are quilty of practicing the tiadél
invitation of coming forward to be saved.

C. Affects the preacher and evangelist

It is so often that preachers judge their succgshd amount
of public professions that are made. Numbers afsssaved
are recorded at the front of the church based emtimber of
people who come forward. Since water baptismasBiblical

commandment for public testimony, why not post ahgunt
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of baptisms which would reflect the number of peoplho
made their profession public?

Many evangelists who send out their flyers tis¢
amount of conversions they have had at their pusvio
meetings. This, | take it, is to impress me oirtlseccessful
meetings so | will be more eager to engage them.

Whether admitted to or not, the gleanings from the
public invitation have been used as a means to ®oNe's
self as a successful pastor or evangelist. It heome a
measuring line between success and failure. |dcaodt
number the amount of pastors | have talked with whcame
discouraged because "No one came forward." Thelewho
success of their ministry seemed to be based upisn

| think it might be beneficial, at this point, tecognize
that in preaching the Word of God there is a tirhglanting,
a time for watering, and in due time, God will hoikbs Word
and give the increase (I Corinthians 3:6). Oupoesibility is
to faithfully present God's Word. In | CorinthiaBY,8 we are
told, "So then neither is he that planteth anything, hezithe
that watereth. BUT GOD THAT GIVETH THE INCREASE.
Now he that planteth and he that watereth are amg} every
man shall receive his own rewardPlease notice:

(1). The Word of God will do its partHebrews 4:12)For
the word of God is quick (alive) and powerful, asttarper
than any two edged sword, piercing even to thedafigi
asunder of soul and spirit and of the joints andnoa, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the hiear

(2). The Holy Spirit will do His part John 16:8,"And
when he(Holy Spirit) is come, he will reprovéconvict) the
world of sin and of righteousness and of judgnient.
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(3). God will do His part | Corinthians 3:5 and 6] (Paul)
have planted, Apollos watered; BUT GOD GAVE THE IN-
CREASE." "All that the Father giveth me shall carometo
me; and him that that cometh to me, | will in ns&rcast out”
(John 6:37).

(4). Can we be trusted to do our @atBut speaking the
truth ('Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saweddve

(not getting upset and angry when there is no imated
response)..in simplicity and godly sincerity..(1 Corinthians

1:12). Then depend on God to give the incredse

demonstration of the spirit and of powdit"Corinthians 2:4).
God, the Holy Spirit, and the Word of God will dweetr part,

if the preacher and evangelist will do theirs.

More times than not, | have had those come for
baptism or counseling only to find they were sawed or
three weeks prior. What a tragedy it would hawerbto have
judged that service a failure because there wasutward
response. A service is never a failure as longas Word is
proclaimed. Many a preacher looking for an immgdia
response has been discouraged needlessly. Tharéme of
planting, a time of watering, and God can be depéngbon to
give the increase'My word shall not return unto me void,
saith the Lord'(Isaiah 55:11).

Allow me to illustrate with an incident | expeniced
some time back concerning having people forwarde had
an evangelist come for meetings held from Sunday to
Wednesday. Prior to the meetings he had almomstéasthat
he give the invitation. | related to him that wie dot invite
people to come forward; but, rather, invited peog trust
Christ in their seats. If he would do it that wépe. At the
Sunday morning service, he gave the invitation tone
forward to be saved. There was no response.
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After the service we ate together and I, again; em
phasized to him that we did not invite people tmedorward
to trust Christ; but, asked them to trust Christheir seats.
Again, there was no indication on his part thatwwoaild not
follow our procedure.

At the Sunday evening service the same thing
occurred. After three verses of a hymn, he had aewan
hinted you could be saved without coming forwardtis
whole invitation rested upon coming forward for vedion.

No one had responded. He then announced we werg o
sing five more verses before closing.

At that point | went to the pulpit and finishedeth
invitation. Needless to say, he was very upsetsmaas I.
The next day | called him at the motel and asked iiihe
would come prior to the meeting and we could disctie
invitation. He refused and advised me he had Weghly
insulted and this was the first time anyone had everfered
with his invitation. He informed me he would naintinue
the meetings, before | could inform him of the sahieg

| related to him that he also was the first evéisge
who refused to tell people they could be savedautitoming
forward. | asked him if we could discuss it pebninstead
of over the phone. He would not agree to that lafidthat
night. I finished the meetings myself.

My only reason for relating this is to point dhbat this
problem was the direct result of the traditionalblpu
invitation to walk to the front of the church. Thevitation
has never changed in God's Wdldglieve on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be save@Acts 16:31). This excludes
doing, working, or walking to obtain salvation.
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One must come to Christ without anything but faith

and receive everything (eternal life), then theelaf Christ
constraineth us to do, work, and walk with Him dadHim.
In II Corinthians 5:14,15 we are toltkor the love of Christ
constrained us; because we thus judge, that ifchee for all
then were all dead: And that he died for all, thia¢y which
live should not henceforth live unto themselves,umto him
which died for them, and rose again."”

The public invitation most certainly effects tlegangelist
and the preacher in many cases.

4. The Proposal

Since a multiplicity of churches and people hanéy
experienced a "coming forward” to be saved, magly @m-
phasize that God can be trusted to save a persdmuich the
same way one is saved in their home. | may, byesdme
accused of being bigoted or narrow-minded because o
infringing upon this patent tradition. Since théseonly one
way to Heaven and that being through the Lord J€¥usst
(John 14:6), | believe there can only be one Saorgbt
invitation ... and that being to believe in Chrisplus nothing!
May | propose that the church invitation be the saas an
individual invitation at home.

At the conclusion of every Sunday service, an
invitation for salvation is given in our church.oMatter what
the message, whether dedication, salvation, proplsecvice,
or whatever... an invitation to receive Christ aaviBr is
always given.

At the conclusion of the message, the congregas
ad-vised that in a few minutes we will bow in praye
Salvation is then explained and the lost encouragedceive
Christ as their Savior as we bow in prayer. Wthieir heads
are bowed, | ask if any are receiving Christ & thine, if so, |
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would like to pray for them in the coming week ahdy may

indicate it by raising their hand. | will explaihat we are not
going to embarrass them in any way and no one aoithe

back to them to have them down front.

They are also informed that raising the hand duss
save them or have anything to do with their sabratilt only
indicates to the pastor they are receiving Chngtfdith; if
they wish to indicate their decision. | may thejoice with
them and pray for them in coming weeks.

| assure them | will not call out their name oawlr
attention to them in any way. If hands are raidesimply ac-
knowledge them by saying something like, "Thank,ylosee
that hand,” and the hand is put down. As we ciogarayer
we simply ask God's blessing on those who trustedsCas
Savior.

In our church we usually have the closing preged
then dismiss with the congregation standing andgjisg a
closing hymn. Just prior to the closing hymn | @mage
anyone present to contact me if they have any munssat all,
or would like a home visit. They may tell me o tay out,
and | will be happy to help them.

| have learned to trust the Word of God to biingse
back who were saved. It is amazing the amount oplgewho
will contact the pastor of their own free will whémey are not
pressured. | am never disappointed if no handsrased,
because many are saved who do not raise their havdsy
times the reason for this is, they have raised tends before
in a church service only to have someone tap thanthe
shoulder and try to persuade them to go to thet fobrthe
church. If the Word of God is preached and | hpxepared
myself with study and prayer, the service will aywabe a
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success. If | do my part, | can rest assured @t will do
His.

In conclusions may | propose:
Give those in church an "equal opportunity. Disgen
with foolish questioning of the congregation whitdes
no value.

Always give an invitation to trust Christ.

Never get discouraged because there is no immediate
response.

Learn to trust God's Word yourself. We preack it i
sharp and powerful, let's trust what we preach to
others.

Study, prepare, and preach the Word, and the servic
will never be a failure. To think the service ifadure
will be to think God's Word is a failure.

Trust God to give the increase.

Trust the Word of God to bring people back. If the
people are hungry and you feed them, they will be

back for more to eat.

A steady growth will last longer than the big exgm
of gimmicks and high-pressure persuasion.

Let us recognize that water baptism is the Scrgbtur
public profession.
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Keep the service within the length of time spedifie
Why send someone away angry unnecessarily.

Keep the invitation simple. Remember "Profoundness
is not profundity unless it is pruned in simplicity

Remember, the practice of coming forward for sawats as
much a tradition to the independent, fundamerttatehes as
the traditions practiced by the Roman Catholic Chur

"Beware lest any man spoil you through phi-
losophy and vain deceit, after the TRADITION
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and
not after Christ.

Colossians 2:8

God made the plan of salvation so simple #aehild can
understand it. We are expected to present thisasah to
others as God gave it to usBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be save(Acts 16:31).

"But | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your
minds should be corrupted from the SIM-
PLICITY that is in Christ."

[l Corinthians 11:3
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"For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever BE-
LIEVETH in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life."

John 3:16

IV. TERMINOLOGIES

Introduction

The Soul, Spirit and Heart Explained
Terminology Examined

Textual Exposition

1. Introduction.

"Let Jesus come into your heart

This has probably become one of the most commonly
used phrases in Christianity. It is used quiteerofivhen
inviting people to trust Christ as their Savioet yhe termin-
ology is not found in the Bible.

When | was in Bible college, | was talking to auypg
boy about Christ. | told him he could know he vgasng to
Heaven if he would only invite Jesus to come ini® leart.
He looked at me for a few seconds, then asked H@y'do |
invite Him to come in?" No one had asked me thegstjon
before and, quite frankly, | was stunned. | repéathat | had
just told him, that all you have to do is inviteniinto your
heart.

He then asked me, "How do | know if He came in or
not?" My answer was, "Because He said He woulds' ti#e
conversation went on the boy asked me to show hirarev
Jesus said He would come into his heart.
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At this point | was praying desperately, "Lord, eué
is that Scripture that says you will come into Iisart?"
Scripture that state "with the heart man belieweste coming
into mind, such as Romans 10:16pr with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness and with the mouttiession is
made unto salvatioh. Also, Acts 8:37, "and Phillip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart. ..” As hard latried, |
could not think of a single verse to show him tresid "Let
Jesus come into your heart."

| finally explained to him that whatrheantwas, if he
would believe that Jesus Christ died on the crogs a@ose
from the dead to pay for his sins, he would newaisph but
have ever-lasting life. This he understood anéiwed Christ
by faith.

| remember | was anxious to dig into my Bible and

find that verse that states, "Ask Jesus to conteyiotrr heart.”
| was convinced it was there and that | had readany times.
| was disappointed in myself that | could not rerbemwhere
it was found. As | checked the approximately 7ites the
word "heart" was used in the Old Testament and tab6&
times it is used in the New Testament, | could firad one
place where it said, "Let Jesus come into my Heart.

| believe this was the first time | realizesdvh
confusing this had been to the boy. Here | hachdomyself
using traditional terminology that | had learnatstead of the
simple Word of God. Even though my motives weghtriand
| was sincere, my terminology was wrong and comigisi

We will examine a little later the Verses tlsate,
"You believe with the heart.” Using the phrasegloy_et
Jesus come into your heart,” presents many qusstowl
difficulties which we will look into shortly.
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Before we proceed into these two areas, it is
imperative to understand what the Bible is refgria when
speaking of the soul, spirit, and heart. Let usflyrexamine
each one of these. As we shall see, the souleisé¢iat of
one's emotions and desires. The spirit is the skaine's
intelligence, and the heart is the seat of manis@ence.

2. The Soul, Spirit, and Heart Explained

A. The Soul (seat of emotions and degire$he soul is
connected with our thinking and is that conscioigsthat God
has created within man'And the LORD God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his rissthe
breath of life; and man became a living soul."

The Word of God lets us know that the soul ban
grieved, "And they put away the strange gods from among
them, and served the LORD: and his soul was grideethe
misery of Israel"(Judges 10:16).Weariness and bitterness
of the soul,"My soul is weary of my life; | will leave my
complaint upon myself; | will speak in the bittesaeof my
soul" (Job 10:1). Desiring, "But he is in one mind, and who
can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even ktatloeth”
(Job 23:13). Boasting "My soul shall make her boast in the
LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glgdsalm
34:2). Joyful, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul
shall be joyful in my God..(Isaiah 61:10).Sorrowful, "Then
said he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful.
(Matthew 26:38). Troubled, "Now is my soul troubled...”
(John 12:27).Vexed, "The man of God said, Let her alone;
for her soul is vexed within her. (Il Kings 4:27b).

When our soul is grieved, weary, desiring fybysor-
rowful, and etc., it is connected with our thingin It is not
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our pumping heart muscle, but rather that consdibeighat is
within man.

The word "soul" is also used in referring toe t
individual as a whole being. (James 5:20; Romang;13
Ezekiel 18:20; Numbers 31:28). For example: Have gver
heard someone make the statement, "Oh look at pbait
soul" It is an expression that is referring ke tperson in
general and not the soul specifically.

In Revelation 16:3 we findAnd the second angel
poured out his vial upon the sea; and it becamthaslood of
a dead man: and every living soul died in the 'seghis is a
person alive that died physically in the sea byaaiog. This
has no reference to the soul itself specificallihe reason is,
the soul itself never dies.

In Revelation 6:9 and 10 we find some people wéd h
died physically, but John sees and hears them mwéte ...
very much alive,"”And when he had opened the fifth seal, |
saw under the altar the souls of them that weagndior the
word of God, and for the testimony which they heldd they
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lohaly and
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our bloodtbam that
dwell on the earth?"

The body is the means through which we expoess
feelings and desires which come from our soul. hVie
body dies, the soul and spirit depart. In Reveltat:9 and 10,
these people had received Christ as Savior and seeme alive
and talking while"absent from the body, but present with the
Lord." This is the confidence Paul, the Apostle, hadmine
said in Il Corinthians 5:8We are confident, | say, and willing
rather to be absent from the body, and to be prieaéth the
Lord."
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When one dies who has rejected Christ, thait and
spirit also leaves the body and goes to a pladerofent. In
this place of torment they are just as much aise¢hey were
on earth in their body. Here is a literal accooinjust such a
man. We have the record found in Luke 16:22b-24.the
rich man also died, and was buri¢de., the body only)And
in hell (lit. Hades)he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and
seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosoknd he
cried and said, FatheAbraham,have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger iatev, and
cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flameéRead the
whole account from Verse 19 to Verse 31.

As far as life after death is concerned, thdyo
difference between the saved and the lost is tloemtion.
One is in Heaven, the other in torment. As thd aod spirit
never die, death of the body only released them ddferent
location to live eternally.

| think it would be noteworthy, at this pointp
acknowledge the Jehovah's Witnesses' attack upgsnntan
who went to torment. They teach the soul and tspiri
accompany the body into the grave and remains tinetie a
general resurrection. They explain away Hell, heag the
lost will never be tormented eternally for rejagtiChrist.
Concerning Luke 16:19-31, they teach this is @parable.

How does the child of God answer their false tearh
concerning Luke 16?7 We should be ready at all sirtee
answer such attacks upon God's Word. In | Peldy @e are
told, "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and leady
always to give an answer to every man that asketh g
reason of the hope that is in you with meeknesdeard'
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Let us point out several reasons why LiL&eas not a
parable, but a literal account of a lost man whamtwi®
torment.

Q). If one would make an exhaustive study of thi

parables in the New Testament, you would find tteaparable
ever uses a proper name. There are no exceptionsike 16
there are two proper names used, Abraham and Lsazafou

cannot find this principle violated anywhere wheuynake a
complete study of the parables. No, this is npa&ble; but,
a literal account of a real man who rejected Ghaisd has
been in torment almost 2,000 years.

(2. The word "parable" is from the Greek word
"PARABOLE" which means "to lay along side of," 'tiken
to,” and "to compare." A parable is used to comapand
convey and illustrate a Biblical, literal truthf this were a
parable, which it is not, then it would be illuging a truth
which would be worse than that of the illustrationparable.
Saying it is a parable would only make the tormeotse than
is described here. One must remember that thevdhiso
Witnesses' eternal life is predicated upon thewno
humanistic, good works, and not the grace of Glsdit any
wonder they want to do away with eternal torment?

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peadth
God through our Lord Jesus ChristRomans 5:1). The
peace the Christian has with God comes by faitiClmist.
Jehovah's Witnesses try to have peace with God diygd
away with Hell and establishing their own good wsork

(3). This literal account agrees totally with otlSariptures
concerning the subjects of torment and Hell, agdiowing:

(4). (Jude 7),"Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
cities about them in like manner, giving themseloesr to

76



fornication, and going after strange flesh, are &®th for an
example, suffering the vengeance of ETERNAL FIRE."

(5). (Luke 16:24b); ... 1am tormented in this FLAME."

(6). (Matthew 25:41);Then shall he say also unto them
(lost) on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursedo
EVERLASTING FIRE, prepared for the devil and mgeds."

In conclusion, man's spirit and soul neva, dhey
only change location upon death, to Heaven or tatmé&he
soul and spirit never goes with the body intodheve, for the
body cannot die while the spirit is presentFor as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without woikslead also"
(James 2:26).

Man and animals both have souls; but oniy ias a
spirit. The soul of an animal is connected witd body. The
soul dies with the body of an animal. Remembex stbul and
spirit are not the human, pumping heart.

B. The Spirit (the seat of one's understanding iatel-
ligence) This is where man differs from animals. In IriDe
thians we are told;For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in him? esenthe
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of GotBut
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirifl.Corinthians
2:11,10a).

When one is saved, they are indwelt by theyFgirit
who illuminates our understanding of the Bible. ¢&m now
understand the things of God; whereas before, tideB
seemed like a Book of mysteries. So it is whenLibrel made
man, He gave us the human spirit of intelligence #mables
us to reason and understand things.
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Notice in Job 32:8But there is a spirit in man: and
the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them undemsling.”
Animals do not possess this spirit even though thaye
feelings, emo-tions, and desires from the soulPdalm 32:9
we read,'Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have
no understanding: whose mouth must be held in hittland
bridle, lest they come near unto thee."

Believe me, | know horses have no “understagidin the
Biblical sense! | believe | can verify this withparsonal illus-
tration. A friend and | went horseback riding aieey. The
people who owned the horses were relatives andwizanted
to have the horses ridden periodically. The horsssded to
be kept in the habit of being ridden.

Needless to say, it turned out to be a disasidy.
friend got on his horse first with no problem anenivtrotting
across the field very nicely. By the way, we weiging
bareback with only a bridle. | stepped up on tb@ gicnic
table and climbed on mine. | tapped him genththa ribs
with my heel and we were "full-throttle" immedibte | was
yelling, "Whoa, Whoa," and "Stop, Stop" at the wpmy
lungs and pulling back on the reigns as hard asuldg but
that horse did not have enough understanding and e
parted company! My ride lasted a total of abousd&onds.

Wild animals act upon a God-given instinchtmt and
etc. Domestic animals do things by habit andteetzrtain
things together. | had a Siberian Husky whom wglé to do
various tricks for a piece of candy. These thiags not
things that are comparable to the spirit that isman. For
example, what animal can learn a foreign languagent a
car, build plants, invent electricity, build a homdraw
blueprints, understand mathematics, and etc? Kinid of
intelligence is from the human sprit that only npassesses.
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In Hebrews 4:12 we reatf-or the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edgwdrd,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul apdit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of theughts
and intents of the heart. The Bible teaches us that the Word
of God is so sharp that it could even divide thel smd spirit.
But, to the contrary, we have no Biblical eviderthey are
ever separated.

C. The Heart (seat of our conscienceWe want to
emphasize again, this is not the heart muscle. it Word
of God uses the word "heart,” it is referring toperson's
conscience and reasoning. It is that inner pairthef spirit.

(1). (Romans 2:15);Which shew the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience also bagrwitness,
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or ebsaising
one another."

(2). Hebrews 10:22'|et us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprirkigom an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with puatew

3). (Mark 2:6,8),"But there were certain of the scribes
sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts .. dAmmediately
when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they ssoaad within
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye tiiegs in
your hearts?"

3. Terminology Examined

When we use terminology that is not found in God's
Word, it can become very confusing, and should \a&ded
when dealing with the lost.
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Here are a few of the problems that can arisenwie
ask people to let Jesus come into their hearts.

A. How does a person let Christ come in? Doesnoalke
a surgical incision and let Christ in, then sewatk up? You
may think | am ridiculous to say this, but it mubse
remembered that children do not always understamat wou
mean when this is said.

Children who have been in Sunday School have seen
“pictures of Jesus” and have a right to wonder,é®desus in
His body come inside of my body and live?" "Issthow He
comes into my heart?"

Of course, the answer is, "No." When a pers@akp
of the heart, children associate this with the hearscle, and
so do many adults. Children, especially, havenadacy to
take literally what we tell them because of theahility to
think in abstract terms.

If a person you were witnessing to asked, yélow
do I let Jesus come in?" How would you answer theWsihen
this happened to me | had to explain to the ydumgwhat |
meant | had assumed he would have understood thatant
for him to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, buvds so
wrong. This confusion could have been avoided fiad
avoided unscriptural terminology that | had coirfiexn hear
say.

B. Does Christ come into your hedt The answer is,
"No." It is the third Person of the Trinity, theoly Spirit.
The confusion that may arise is a doctrinal isstibe Holy
Spirit is never to be invited to indwell us for hagtion. God
has promised to indwell each person with the Hopris
simultaneously with their belief in Christ. Redeiy the Holy
Spirit is the object of God's promise, not our tation.
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Before Christ ascended back to Heaven, He left thi
promise in John 14:16,17,18a, that the Holy Spithin
would take the place of the Savior Who had beeh wiem,
"And | will pray the Father, and he shall give yanother
Comforter (i.e., the Holy Spirit)that he may abide with you
for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the woddnnot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall begyau. 1 will
not leave you comfortless..(lit. an orphan).

Now, every believer in Christ is indwelt asdaled
with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13 makes theac..."In
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the vadriduth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after thathelieved,
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”

There is no Christian who is not indwelt withe Holy
Spirit. Romans 8:9 makes this perfectly cleéarNow if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is noneisf'h

Remember, nowhere are we ever commandedaio p
for the Holy Spirit to indwell us. Pentecostals ierthis point
when praying for the Holy Spirit and seeking evice by the
speaking in so-called tongues.

Why should we ask someone to invite Jesus inti the
heart? It is not Jesus, but the Holy Spirit, timawells us.
Are we not paralleling the error that Pentecostalmakes in
praying and pleading for the Holy Spirit? This dlgbt leads
me to my next point.

C. How would you know if Jesus came into your Heart
Suppose that you just invited a person to "Let desune into
His heart" and they asked you this question, "HoM &now
when He comes in?" Of course, theaee Scriptures to
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support what youmean{ but there are_ ndScriptures to
supportwhat you said With this terminology, the only way
this person would know if Jesus came into his hisarif he
had a feeling or sensation. Then their salvatimuld be
based on a feeling and not the Word of God. Thosld/
unequivocally parallel the same error as Penteligistain
desiring the sensation of tongues as evidence these
receiving the Holy Spirit.

There is no terminology or phraseology aspéenand
clear as God's Word lItself when leading a persogfhast.
How can one rephrase or improve upon Acts 16:30b?3..
"Sirs, what must | do to be saved? And they d2atieve on
the Lord Jesus Christ..."They did not say, "Let Jesus come
into your heart" and then have to worry about ceitin and
explain what they meant by what they said.

4. Textual Exposition

Let us now examine the Verses that deal with belgewith
the heart.

A. (Acts 8:37),"And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayeébe baptized And he answered and
said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son ofd.Go
“Believing with all thine heart” simply means, | ate no
reservations or doubts within my conscience thaugehrist
is the Son of God. Philip was satisfied by thstitaony that
he was saved and then proceeded to baptize him.

B. (Romans 10:10)For with the heart (conscience) man
believeth unto righteousness..The word “heart” here is not
the pumping muscle of the body, but the consciefaman.
Your conscience will always tell you tto right, but only the
Word of God tells us whas right.
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The soul desires peace, the spirit understandsstChr
died for us, and our heart (the seat of our conseiebelieves
unto righteousness."Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Ch(RBtimans
5:1). In Luke 24:25, Dbelieving is done with theaht
(consciencg "Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spdken.

C. (Ephesians 3:17);That Christ may dwell in your
hearts (conscience) by faith; that ye, being rootaad
grounded in love." To understand what it means by the
statement "Christ may dwell in your hearts by fditine only
has to read the surrounding verses. First oftal,addressing
the believers at Ephesus, and instructing them toogrow
and be strengthened. Verse 16 stdtedp be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner man."

In Verses 18 and 19 the results of Verses 16larare
given. "(BelieversMay be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, andhtgAnd to
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledigat ye
might be filled with all the fullness of God.The way to
comprehend the length, width, depth, and heightGofl's
love is to allow Christ to dwell in our conscien@eeart)
continuously. In other words, we are thinking abGurist at
all times, which will strengthen us so we will beoted and
grounded in love.

Verse 17 in no way implies Christ comes into oumping

heart with the asking. "Christ dwelling in our hearts
(conscienceby faith” simply means, from the contexte, as
Christians, need to be thinking about Christ attaiies. If we
do, we will be strengthened and able to better cehgnd
His love for us.
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D. (Revelation 3:20);Behold, | stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the dbauiill
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he witd." When
one reads this verse, the word "heart" cannot bado It is,
nevertheless, almost universally used for the losmplying
the door is the door to their heart which they maysn to let
Christ in.

If we examine Verses 14-22 of the same chapter, we
find that these Scriptures are describing the dmwdiof a
local church located in Laodicea. The instructidosthis
church are not primarily to the lost but, ratheo, the
Christians who were in a backslidden condition. ey kvere
not cold; but lukewarm. Christ wanted them tohoe (i.e.,
lit. boiling).

It would be like the Christian today who goes to
church once a week, but does nothing for the lthedrest of
the week. Christ wants us to serve Him every dayjust on
Sunday. There are three words that support the Hacis
speaking to Christians and not the lost.

(1). In Verse 15 we read| know thy WORKS."Since he
is exhorting them to have good works, it has refeeeto
service and not salvation, for salvation cannopbechased
with good works. Romans 4:5 staté®ut to him that
worketh not, but believeth on him (Christ) thattifisth the
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

(2). In Verse 19, the word CHASTEN is used. God
punishes the lost, but chastens His childigs many as |
love, | rebuke and CHASTEN: be zealous therefars
repent.” "Chastening" is the Greek word "ELEGCHO" which
means to train up child or educate by discipline. Also, the
word "repent” is the Greek word "metanoeo” and raetn
think differently or reconsider.
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The Lord is telling them they are acting like dinén
and they need to reconsider what they are doing shad
serving Him. The context here is referring to s&g\since we
are saved, not accepting Him to be saved.

(3). In Verse 20b, the word "SUP" is used in rafeeto
fellowship, not salvation and son-shipwill come in to him,
and SUP with him, and he with melh | John 1:7 we read,
"But if we walk(obey)in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another..'When we sit down
together to eat (sup) with one another, we havieviship
with one another. The Laodiceans were not ser@hgst;
therefore, there was no fellowship with Him. Hented them
to open their lives to serve Him, and this theyeweot doing.

When Christ stands at the door and knocks, He is
simply trying to get their attention so they wWiREPENT"
(i.e., change their mind) and "OPEN THE DOOR" lgi®
His will by obeying Him) and'SUP" with Him and He with
me" (so we can have fellowship with Him).

We have been so prone to relating the worérthéo
the pumping muscle that it is sometimes not redlihew
confusing it may be. This does not mean that meapt not
saved when this terminology is used. | am onlyggssting
that using Scriptural terminology such as "beligviust,”
"faith,” and etc. for salvation would be less caiffig.

Statements like "You can believe in Christ, bussni
Heaven by 18 inches,” or "You can have a head letye,
but not a heart belief,” are unwise. When one ls®edmnm
analyze these statements, they become very haedptain.
They are confusing, and many times what is meanthbge
kinds of statements is an outright contradiction God's
teaching concerning salvation.

85



| have inquired of many people concerning the

statement "head knowledge, but not a heart beli&s,"
ascertain what they meant by that statement. albtbut the
majority by far, thought it meant that if a persams not
serving Christ, they probably were not saved. Care easily
see by this how misleading and confusing this kofd
terminology can be. Just because a person isemwing
Christ does not mean they have not received Chuigtfaith
and are not saved.

Some time ago | was listening to WCRF, a Chstia
radio station from Cleveland, Ohio. This statissponsored
by Moody Bible Institute and they were airing aerview
with a Senior girl attending Moody Bible CollegeChicago,
lllinois. Within her testimony she related howtaé age of
about 7 years, she was told to ask "Jesus intdhéart" and
she would go to Heaven.

She went on to say that she had a problem with tha
and later realized it was not asking Jesus inta y@art that
makes you a Christian, but acknowledging that J&3usst
died in her place. She stated that a person @akdesus into
their heart and go on through life thinking theerer a
Christian when they were not. She explained thgbeason
must understand that Jesus Christ became theititsidon
the cross as payment for their sin. So, just @sHesus into
your heart without comprehending the purpose afisCion
the cross would not give one eternal life.

Since this happened to her, it is easy to see sty
emphasized that "A person must be careful whenild abks
Jesus into their heart, that they understand thas ithe
substitutionary death of Christ on the cross thaivides
salvation, and not just repeating these words."
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She further commented that she does not eserthat
phrase any more, but emphasizes the substitutigreyment
of Christ on the cross to eliminate confusion and
misunderstanding.

In conclusion, the interviewer and the young lady
agreed that some children take literally the teolugy "Let
Jesus come into your heart" and that we need tddag on
our message of salvation.

The terminology we use is probably far more
important than we care to realize. This may sduadh, but |
believe we, as Christians, have become a littlppstan our
terms and phrases when presenting Christ. Wherheee
others using phrases over and over, it can becarteopour
vocabulary without really recognizing it.

| believe this has happened down through the
years...as | found myself quoting cute little céshthat 1 had
inherited and incorporated by hearing them time &ne
again.

| am very grateful to a little boy, years ago, wasked
me, 'How do | let Jesus come into my heart?" When | had to
explain to him what | meant, this stimulated mykang.

| pray that this section on terminologies wilhstlate
your desire to search the Scriptures, examinedimimnology
you use, then draw your own conclusions basedhars'saith
the Lord."
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(Blank Page)
Not “The End”
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APPENDIX I.

| submit the following articles as proof positigéthe
confusion that is caused by making a “public prei@s’ part
of Salvation. These articles are taken from the bi®i
Questions & Answers” web site, www.heritagebbc.com.
These questions have been asked by people whoafgsed
by the Public Invitation or the “coming forward” psesented
in their churches.

The questions also demonstrate the confusionhisit
been caused by the incorrect explanations of tleepassages
associated with the practice of coming forward $atvation:
Matthew 10:32,33 and Romans 10:9,10.

There is some material that may be duplicated; but
there is much that is new exposition. These amsesof the
same questions | have been asked, over and ovem do
through the years. It shows the confusion in p&sphninds
about this traditional practice in churches.

It was not until the 1 Century that this practice was
introduced into the church. This tradition was erepracticed

by Paul or the other Apostles; nor by the Apostélathers or
the Church Fathers.

Archive #105 — Matthew 10:32,33
Archive #106 — Procedures
Archive #107 — Romans 10:9
Archive #108 — Romans 10:10

Archive #109 — Romans 10:13,14
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Bible Questions and Answers
www.heritagebbc.com
Archive #105

Questiont Dr. Younce, | was saved several years ago in my
home by trusting Jesus Christ as my Savior and teen
baptized. In church, our pastor gives the invitatioat "If you
want to be saved, slip out of your seat and comedl to the
front of the church.” He makes me feel like | aot really
saved, because | have never done this. In esseheg¢,] am
asking is, “Do you have to come to the front ofrairch and
confess Christ to be saved? What are your thowghtkis?

Answer: Part 1

This question has been asked myriads of timesard
article cannot begin to answer your question withitain-
volves. The next several weeks, in continuation,wilé ad-
dress your question because of its importance tlmderses
used.

First, there is no Scripture anywhere that says yo
must come to the front of a church to be saveds Ta tra-
dition that has crept into many fundamental chuschehich
now consider it to be scriptural.

One Scripture, commonly used to support this pract
is Matthew 10:32,33'Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before my Fattteich is
in heaven...But whosoever shall deny me before henwill
| also deny before my Father which is in heavérhis says
nothing about coming to the front of the churchdalvation;
but, is speaking of our service after we are saved.

We find in verses 1-7 of this chapter that Chrsst
sending the Apostles out to preach, who were ajrsased.
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There was one impostor; but, that wasn’t the Lofdidt! In
Verse 16, they would encounter men described asvesd
Verse 17 tells that they would be scourged! Theyld be
brought before governors and kings because of gheaching
(V. 18).

In Verse 22, Christ promised them that they wdugd
saved from being killed, as long as they remairétthful until
their ministry was finished. Then in Verses 32 83d quoted
above, Christ will confess their faithfulness t@ thather for
rewards, or their unfaithfulness for loss of revean Heaven.
These verses have nothing to do with salvatiorhercoming
to the front of a church.

This is service, not salvation!
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Bible Questions and Answers
www.heritagebbc.com
Archive #106

Question “...Do | have to come to the front of a churcldan
confess Christ to be saved?”

Answer: Part 2

The "public invitation" at the conclusion of thergice
may go something like this. The pastor may askafijone is
interested in their soul and eternal destiny, @edadicate this
by raising your hand. When | see your hand, | yrty for
you."

Then everyone stands and sings an invitation hymn
such as "Just As | Am Without One Plea." Those \whoe
raised their hand are urged to come forward toivecand
confess Christ as their Savior.

Remember, during the sermon, the pastor has prdach
that "All you have to do to be saved is trust JeSusist as
your Savior by faith." Now, at the conclusion otthkervice,
the person is asked to raise his hand to be préyedhen
come to the front of the church to receive and essfChrist
before the whole congregation.

From first-hand experience, allow me to relate the
thinking of the unsaved who are in church that Syndvhy
would the preacher ask me if | am interested insoyl? Since
| am in church, it should be evident to him tham interested
in my soul, or I wouldn’t be here.

Why do | have to raise my hand to be prayed foenvh
he had previously quoted Romans 5:Iherefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God throwgin Lord
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Jesus Christ."If | have peace with God by faith, why do |
have to go to the front of the church? Romans &y$ sothing
about confessing Christ.

Why are we singing "Just As | Am", then wanting me
to walk 20 feet to the front? To this lost persdting in the
church, “Just As | Am” means “Right where I'm giigi”.
Why are we singing "Without One Plea"”, when theapher
has been pleading for 15 minutes trying to get owerdfront?

The unsaved person came to church lost and l¢hges
church lost, concluding the pastor doesn’'t knawuat he
believes. The unsaved person thinks, "First he $a@n be
saved by faith; then, he says | need to come fahw@receive
Christ as Savior.

This is the untold story of thousands of peopleowh
will not come back to church because of this nesdfgactice.
| emphasize: the pastor can give the gospel froenpthipit,
and the lost can receive Christ where they sit!
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Bible Questions and Answers Archives
www.heritagebbc.com
Archive #106

Question “...Do | have to go forward in church and confess
Christ to be saved?”

Answer: Part 3

The verses in question are found in Romans 10:9,10
We will examine Verse 9That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thinarththat
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt beedd The
guestion is, “Saved in whose eyes?”

Every Bible student knows there are two justifmas
in God’s word. One is positional justification atitge other is
practical justification. Our positional justifican; i.e., eternal
life by faith alone, is found in Romans 5'Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God throwgin Lord
Jesus Christ."This is justification in God’s eyes.

The Christian’s practical justification is beforean.
Many people lead very good lives, but that doesymedn they
are Christians. People cannot look into a persamisd and
see if they have faith in Jesus Christ, and ar@rasttan. Only
when a Christian confesses their faith in JesussCHpes a
lost person justify them as being a Christian. Rasn&0:17
explains,'So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by th
word of God.”

When one makes a study of the Book of Acts from
Paul’s conversion on, you will find Paul witnessiaghe lost,
not the saved! Romans 10:9 has nothing to do vathig to
the front of the church to be saved. We are toessbpenly
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to the lost that we believe that Jesus Christ wasifted and
resurrected for our sins. We, then, will be justifias being
saved by those we have witnessed to, hoping thityegeive

Christ, also by faith, and be saved. This is theisfian’s

practical justification, of which Romans 10:9 i®aging.

In Part 4, we will continue in Romans 10:10.
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Bible Questions & Answers Archives
www.heritagebbc.com
Archive #108

Question Do | have to come to the front of the church and
confess Christ to be saved?

Answer: Part 4 - Examination of Romans 10:9,10).

Romans 10:10 states)For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouttiession is
made unto salvation.The first part of the versé,..with the
heart man believeth unto righteousnessis.’our justification
before God. The righteousness spoken of here igstGhr
righteousness placed to our account with our sjest(
present, and future) placed to His account. Paidbfo His
death and resurrection.

[I Corinthians 5:21 explainsFor he hath made him
(Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that might be
made the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God in h{@hrist).”
Therefore | am, “...found in hirfChrisj, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that whgclthrough
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which i&ofl by faith.”
(Philippians 3:9). This is our salvation, our easting life,
our position in Heaven, and our justification ind3oeyes.

Now, the last part of Verse 10. “...With the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” Notice the word
“MADE?". It is the Greek word “homologeo,” and igfined
by Strong’s Concordance as “Acknowledgment by cesita
in the attitude of giving thanks.” In Romans 10a ave saved
and justified in God’s eyes. Now, in Verse 10b, ave giving
thanks and confessing our faith to someone else.n@uth
confession is made unto salvation in the eyes @fotie | am
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witnessing to. You can’t confess to something yan'd
already have.

The summary of Verse 10, literally explained,hist |
believe that Jesus Christ died for me and | anratefyl that |
am going to Heaven on His (Christ's) righteousnasd my
sins were completely paid for on Calvary. | confes®thers
because | want them to know they can have a horkieaven
the same way | can. This is our practical justtfmain man’s
eyes, to which the last part of Romans 10 haserber.

Romans 10:10 has nothing to do with the coming to
the front of the church.

Part 5 will continue in Romans 10:13,14.
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Bible Questions & Answers Archive
www.heritagebbc.com
Archive #109

Question: “...Do | have to come to the front of the churcida
confess Christ to be saved?”

Answer: Part5 - Romans 10:13, 14

Romans 10:13 state$;or whosoever shall call upon
the name of the LORD, shall be savedltiis is a direct quote
from Joel 2:32 where “saved” is translated “deledr from
the Hebrew. This is not speaking of salvation; bugjng
delivered, or saved, from the persecution they vggrag to
receive after they were identified as being a Giamns

Before Paul was saved, he consented to Stephen’s
death. (Acts ¥  “And Saul was consenting unto his
(Stephen’s) death. And at that time there was aatgre
persecution against the church.(Acts
8:1). After Paul was saved, he suffered great patsm for
being a Christian. He testified to the Thessalasidror ye
brethren...also have suffered like things of yowwvno
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: Who Kilted
the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and haveegeted
us;...Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles thatytmight be
saved...”(I Thessalonians 2:14-16).

To the Corinthians he wrotéWe are troubled on
every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexetl,nbt in
despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast dowwrt, fiot
destroyed.”(ll Corinthians 4:8,9).

Now, let us look at Romans 10:13,14 togetliEor
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord,lIsha
saved(i.e., ‘delivered’).How then shall they call on Him in
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whom they have not believed...Therefore, those who are
believers in Christ now have the privilege to agtlon the
Lord, to deliver them through whatever persecutloey may
endure. These verses have nothing to do with coranfe
front of the church and confessing Christ.
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APPENDIX I

“Lordship Salvation”

Question Do we have to make Christ Lord of our Life to be
Saved?

Answer: Many pastors and evangelists make this a part of
their call “to come forward” or the Public Invitah. This is
actually the damnable doctrine of “Lordship Salwatin
disguise!”

This false teaching is incorrectly derived fromnfanms
10:9a,“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus. The verse should actually read, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth, Jesus as LORD (or Jehavatfor
Christian Jews, or Christian Gentiles, to testifgttJesus was
Jehovah during the First Century A.D., was a damggthing
in light of the persecution against the churchJudea and
elsewhere, which they were encountering.

As Paul said to the Thessaloniatfsor ye brethren, became
followers of the churches of God which in Judeaiar€hrist
Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things ofryown
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: WhoKiltgd
the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and havsegeted
us;...Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles thatytmight be
saved...”(I Thessalonians 2:14-16).

"Jesus” is a transliteration of the Greek "lesowd)ich in turn

is the transliteration of the Hebrew name we knosy a
"Jehoshua" which means “Jehovah is Salvation” eht¥ah

is the Saviour” or “Jehovah Saves.”

The name "Lord" is the Greek, "Kurios" which, iretiereek
translation of the Old Testament, known as the \&agpit, it
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is used for "Jehovah". Therefore by its use imptlegy. ----
To confess that Jesus is Lord is to testify thaudds truly
God in human Flesh who went to the cross, diedetuwand
was resurrected as foretold by the prophets.” Kénri
Wouest (Word Studies in the Greek New Testament).

This refutes the false teaching that you must make
Jesus Lord of your life to be saved, or “Lordshgdv&tion.”
This is NOT what this verse is teaching at all. Gakse
teaching leads to another.

For example, should God give us Salvation on our
promise that we will make Christ Lord of our liveken, if at
any time later in our lives we should radtow Him to be Lord
over our lives, our Salvation would be lost. In aetlwords,
one would have to be in complete obedience andsiivessly
for the rest of our lives to not lose our Salvatioithis is
impossible!  Whatever happened to the doctrine tefnal
security of the believer?

“Making Christ Lord of your life” as a part of Saltron is also
adding works to Salvation. This is certainly notigtural.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and thait of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of worksstlany man
should boast(Ephesians 2:8,9).

As | have said before, Salvation does not come &salt of
what wedo. We have Salvation because we believe and
accept what Christ hatonefor us, when He died on the cross
as our payment for sin and was resurrected shothaigGod
accepted the payment.

“Make Christ Lord of your life,” is another religis cliché.
What is most likely meant is a dedication of yais,la time
when you determine that you want to live your bfe a good
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testimony for the Lord. As the Apostle Paul sayfRomans
6:13, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves udtal, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your memlaey
instruments of righteousness unto God.”

After we are saved, Christantsus to dedicate ourselves to
follow Him. One must remember that dedication éver a
condition to obtain Salvatignbut is God’s will for every
believer after we are saved. Romans 12:1,2 idemrito the
Christian,”l beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sawif holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable serviAnd

be not conformed to this world: but be ye transfednby the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what & tjood,
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
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APPENDIX 1l
“Whenever Christ Called People, He Called Them Pulitly”

l. | have heard one former evangelist say repegated|
“Whenever Christ called people, He called them il
Then the audience was invited to come forward, iplyblto
the platform to receive Christ.

Is this statement true? No! It is not true; and,
furthermore, it is very misleading.

A. Nicodemus

In John, Chapter 3, we have the record of Nicodemu
coming to Christ. In Verses 1 to 18, | do not fiaything
about “confession”; but, only “believing” to obtagalvation.
Notice in Verse 15}That whosoever believetim him should
not perish, but have eternal life."Verse 16 says the same,
“...Whosoever_believetin him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” Verse 18 states the sarfi¢e that believeth
in him is not condemned...”"Not once did Christ mention
confession to Nicodemus for Salvation; but, dodyief

B. The Samaritan Woman.

In John, Chapter 4, we have Christ meeting the
Samaritan womaty herself after the disciples had left Him
and gone to town to buy some groceries (V.8). &rsé 14,
Christ used the literal water to illustrate a gpal truth.

“But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shailey him

shall never thirst: but the water | shall give hshall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlastinig I’

103



Christ then tells her about her five past husbarasthe one
she is now living with, unmarried. (Vs.17-19). €Sthen
recognizes He is the Messiah (Vs. 25-26).

The disciples come back from town and the womawnelgedo
go to town. When she arrives, her voice echoesugir the
town, “Come, see a man, which told me all things thatréve
did: is not this the Christ?(V. 29). Notice that Christ did not
tell her to go to the city and confess Him as thesdlah. She
did it on her own, going to the lost, not the sava@avo things
happened:

1. Many of the Samaritans believed because of her
testimony. (V. 39).

2. Many came out to talk with Christ, Himself, befo
they would believe. Notice in Verses 41 and 42,

“And many more believed because of (@#&rist’'s) own word.
And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not becafithy
saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and ki@t this is
indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

a. Christ did not call her publicly to do anythingle was
talking to her privately.

b. She didn’t go to a church full of saved peojlet, to
the lost people in the town and witnessed to them.

C. Witnessing was thesultof Salvation; not, ondition
to receive it.

C. Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael

We find another example in John 2:37-51. Andrew
went to his brother, Peter, and told him they hadntl the
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Messiah, and brought Peter to Christ. Christ ented
Philip and said, “Follow me.” Philip then locatéththanael
and witnessed to him and brought him to Christ.

| don’'t see anything in this passage to qualify flaése
statement made by the noted evangelist, “WheneVersiC
called people, He called them publicly.” This isl@iberate
deception. Why is this done? This is done to efiost
TRADITION adopted in many churches to get peopléh®
front for the Public Invitation.

| have only given three of many examples that ll¢ase to
illustrate how misleading the false statement mhbgethe
former evangelist is. This false statement is built upon the
sinking sand of TRADITION!

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosopimg aain

deceit, after the traditions of men, after the mdnts of the
world, and not after Christ.” (Colossians 2:8).
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Dr. Younce has been in the ministry 36
years, having been ordained in 1970. He is
a graduate of Florida Bible College and
holds a Doctorate in Theology. He has
pastored churches in Ohio, Indiana,
Florida, and Minnesota. He is the

. founding pastor of Heritage Bible Church

| in Ohio and Heritage Baptist Bible Church

in Walnut Grove, Minnesota. He and his

wife, Marge, have made Walnut Grove

their home since 1991.

Dr. Younce's ministry has always been motivated aycaring
evangelistic outreach. Thirty-six years of radiad aecently tele-
vision, bear this out. An active print ministryasother part of Dr.
Younce's efforts. He is the author of several Bookany articles,
most of which can be found, bi-weekly, on the Welte,S
www.heritagebbc.com. Six of Dr. Younce’s books @s® available
on this site: “A Doctrinal Examination of Hell,”A Biblical
Examination of Baptism,” Not Chosen to SalvatioRefuting the
false doctrine of predestination for salvatidifrace to Face with
Tongues”(Scholarly “proof positive” that the ecstatic afmg in
so-called “tongues” is not for today:)Who Can Forgive Sin? The
Roman Catholic Priest, The Lutheran Minister, osue Christ?”
and*“Salvation and The Public Invitation.A book, scheduled for
reprint is,"Why We Believe in Creation and Not Evolution: Besa
We Don’'t Want Satan to Make a Monkey Out of You!”

Teaching is another characteristic of Dr. Younodisistry. This is
evidenced by the many Bible Institute courses etdiaght over the
years.

Dr. Younce's style of writing is Bible-centered, radit, and
inspiring. He "pulls no punches" to tickle the sarHe believes
now, more than ever, people need to know what thisleB
says...and they need not to be deceived by the “taiitions of
men!”
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